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This memorandum supplements the November 2014 and January 2015 memorandums written in response to 
comments regarding the right of way assignment for the Driveway #4 (206th Avenue SE) intersection.  

The City’s request to maintain stop control on the trail and free movement on 206th Avenue SE does not follow 
the design guidelines established for priority assignment for trail crossings based on the American Association of 
State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) for Development of Bicycle Facilities. The first of the 
previous memorandums, dated November 2014, provides a detailed explanation for the rationale of putting stop 
signs on the driveway approaches instead of the trail approaches. In summary, right of way is assigned to the trail 
approaches because the potential volume of the trail will exceed the vehicular volumes of driveways.  

As explained in the January 2015 memorandum, the sight distance triangles would need to be adjusted to reflect 
this change of priority assignment to 206th Avenue SE. The stopped approaches (minor approach or trail) would 
be 10-feet from the edge of the traveled way (per City of Sammamish Public Works Standards, Figure 02-30, 
dated March 15, 2000) and the major approaches would need 145 feet (design speed of 15 mph for 206th), 
according to Table 9-8 from AASHTO 2011.  

Sight triangles are shown on the attached figure, as a reference. There is currently only 6-feet between the 
existing curb and the edge of an existing brick wall that forms the entrance to the neighborhood. This only 
provides 55-feet of intersection sight distance towards the west for trail users heading northbound, which falls 
well short of the 145-feet to meet guidelines for a 15 mph design speed on 206th Avenue SE. To maintain the stop 
condition on the reconstructed trail and also meet design guidelines, the existing decorative brick wall, built-in 
light, and vegetation on the southeast corner of the intersection would need to be removed or relocated outside 
the minimum sight distance triangle. The current priority assignment (stop signs on 206th Ave SE) as shown on 
95% plans, does not require removal of the brick wall and landscaping southeast of the intersection.  

If the right of way assignment were to be changed and these sight obstructions were to remain, a design 
justification with an engineer’s stamp would be needed. The justification would need to consider the following: 

1. The rationale of assigning the right of way to the approaches with less volumes, which is not 
recommended in the AASHTO guideline.  

2. Accident history between vehicles and non-motorized users at this intersection and whether limited 
intersection sight distance between northbound trail users and eastbound vehicles was a factor. 
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3. Analyze whether additional mitigation is needed for the limited intersection sight distance. This could 
include speed bumps on 206th to force vehicles to slow down before the intersection, flashing signal, and 
a mirror on the north side of the intersection so vehicle and trail users can see each other prior to the 
intersection.  

Recommendation  

Based on the guidance in the AASHTO and safety consideration, Parametrix does not find adequate justification 
for switching the right of way assignment even if the sight obstructions were to be removed.  
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