Buffers - “La Solution du Jour pour Tout”

The buffer widths recommended by the consultants in the Best Available Science (BAS) reports are
not supported by the scientific method. The scientific method identifies problems and then proposes
and tests solutions to the problems. What we see in the BAS reports is an Internet search of papers
suggesting buffers as being a solution for protection of streams and wetlands. The reports do not
suggest that buffers are the best solution and do not identify what the buffers protect the stream and
wetlands from.

Specifically, how can the City justify the huge discrepancy between the environmental regulations
protecting Lake Sammamish and the current and proposed buffers protecting streams and wetlands?
Lake Sammamish contains threatened Chinook salmon. The buffer requirement to prevent
contaminant inflow and provide food and leafy material for the threatened salmon is less than 20 feet.
Further, the standard for protection of Lake Sammamish is “no net loss” of ecological function. This
standard required by the Shoreline Management Act is more stringent than the “best available
science” mandate of the Growth Management Act.

Material has been submitted to you about the decline of the environment in our streams. This material
should be taken seriously. Steps need to be taken to improve our streams. The source of the
contamination needs to be identified and then steps taken to eliminate the contamination. The
imposition of buffer widths via regulations does nothing to improve the quality of our streams.

What regulations would help protect streams and wetlands? Here are some examples:
1. When a septic system is required for a single-family residence, it should be located such that
the structure separates the septic system from the stream or wetland.
2. Minimum buffers of 20 feet or less should be required to restrict naturally occurring
phosphorous from entering streams.
3. Catch basins with filters should be required to capture pollutants on driveways within 50 feet of
a stream or wetland.

George Toskey
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ECA Comments 5/3/2012 to Sammamish Planning Commission

llene Stahl and Mark McGili
21553 SE 28"™ Lane
Sammamish, WA 98075

We have li\fed on the Sammamish Plateay since 1983 and have seen many
changes to our cnvironment. As a matter of fact, citizens voted to become a city to have

quever, we feel that, with regard to protections for our environment, this is neither
rational nor a stance the city should take for the following reasons;

1) By the time we became a city, much of our environment and wildlife had
already suffered significant impacts, Many streams that historically had sustained
runs of native Kokanee Salmon were lost due to urbanization, and virtually all of
the wetlands across the Plateau were degraded by deforestation, filling, dfainage,
agriculture and removal of buffers, We need to make up for this loss.

2) We need to increase protections to compensate for the fact that the regulations
applied so far have been inadequate. Science has been telling us for years that our

increase protections if we hope to have them in the future. Yet we have already
compromised the regulations. For example, in 2005, we sacrificed two very
special wetland overlays for our Town Center. These overlays protected the
wetland systems at the headwaters of Ebright Creek and George Davis Creek. We
will not know the repercussions of these actions for many years.

3.) Our environmental resources are limited. We have a set number of lakes,
streams and wetlands and they are encroached upon more every year. On the
other hand, urbanization continues to grow, putting more pressure on these
limited resources.

4) The plateau environment is unique and cannot be compared to other
Jurisdictions. We have unique geology and hydrology which can trigger
landslides, harm private property and endanger lives. Being conservative in
protecting the environment here is warranted and wise because as we al% know,
nature is unpredictable and can throw a surprise or two our way at any time.
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