Washington TR_2
Hazard Tree Removal
City of Sammamish

Tree Management Public Information Handout

Hazard Tree Removal

Do you have a tree on your property you consider to be a hazard and needs to be removed? Are you an arborist,
tree care company, or landscaping company working in the City of Sammamish at the request of the property
owner?

If either of these questions applies to you the information listed below may assist you in navigating City of
Sammamish tree preservation regulations established in the Sammamish Municipal Code section SMC 21A.37!

City Tree Rules: http://www.codepublishing.com/WA/Sammamish/html/sammamish21a/Sammamish21A37.htmI#21A.37

NOTE: Tree removal in violation of the City’s tree preservation standards is considered a criminal misdemeanor
and is subject to civil penalties which may include site restoration, fine, and imprisonment.

This information applies to: This information does not apply to:
-Developed single family residential properties -Proposed development
-Developed commercial properties -Speculative clearing

Hazardous Trees: “Hazardous trees” means those trees with a structural defect, combination of defects or disease
resulting in a structural defect that, under the normal range of environmental conditions at the site, will result in
the loss of a major structural component of the tree in a manner that will:

(1) Damage a residential structure or accessory structure, place of employment or public assembly or approved
parking for a residential structure or accessory structure or place of employment or public assembly; or

(2) Damage an approved road or utility facility; or
(3) Prevent emergency access in the case of medical hardship.

Critical Areas: When located within regulated critical area features or buffers (erosion hazard areas, frequently
flooded areas, landslide hazard areas, seismic hazard areas, critical aquifer recharge areas, wetlands, streams, and
fish and wildlife habitat conservation areas) as defined by SMC 21A.15.254, tree removal and clearing activity is
restricted to that allowed under SMC 21A.50. If you have hazard trees you wish to remove within proximity to one
of these areas please see http://www.sammamish.us/files/document/3275.pdf and contact a City Planner for
more information.

Steps to remove a hazardous tree:

Step 1: Determine if the tree qualifies as a hazard. Have a qualified TRAQ certified Licensed Arborist? complete an
assessment of the tree’s health and provide a written report on tree health. The following factors are to be

1 http://www.codepublishing.com/WA/Sammamish/html/sammamish21a/Sammamish21A37.html#21A.37

2 A qualified Licensed Arborist is a TRAQ certified Professional Arborist licensed by the International Society of Arboriculture
(ISA) specifically trained in tree risk assessment. The City of Sammamish verifies Arborist credentials through the ISA database
at http://www.isa-arbor.com/findanarborist/arboristsearch.aspx . Please ask your tree consultant/tree company/landscape
company to provide arborist qualifications for your records.
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considered: (NOTE: If your tree professional is not an ISA TRAQ certified Licensed Arborist they are not qualified to
assess tree risk and make a hazard tree determination.)

-Tree health and condition.
-Proximity to a ‘target’ that could be impacted by tree failure.

-Ability to abate the risk by managing the tree’s condition through pruning, cabling, or other preventative
measures.

Step 2: If the tree is not a hazard. If the tree does not qualify as a hazard a permit is required. Please follow
directions listed in Tree Removal Handout TR-1.

Step 3: If the tree is a hazard. If the TRAQ certified Licensed Arborist determines the tree is a hazard and should be
removed notification to the City must be provided as follows.

Step 4: Prepare Documentation. The TRAQ certified Licensed Arborist must complete and sign the following forms
to be provided to the City. The forms should be provided in either hard copy or electronic format.

-City of Sammamish Hazard Tree Affidavit.
-ISA Basic Tree Risk Assessment Form (Provided by TRAQ certified Licensed Arborist).
-Basic Site Sketch depicting location of tree(s) to be modified or removed (see below).

-Replanting plan meeting the requirements of SMC 21A.37.280. Although a permit is not required, tree
removal does require replanting (see below).

Step 5: Submit Documentation to City. The documentation listed in Step 4 above should be submitted to the City
in person to the Permit Desk at City Hall or electronically via email at treeremoval@sammamish.us . There is no fee
and the City does track hazard tree removal and required replanting through the City’s permit tracking database.

Step 6: Receive Confirmation from City. Following submittal of documentation listed in Step 4 above, the City will
provide a receipt of confirmation. Receipt will be provided in hard copy (paper) if documentation is submitted in
paper format directly to the City Hall Permit Desk. Receipt will be provided in electronic copy (PDF) if
documentation is submitted electronically via email to treeremoval@sammamish.us .

Step 7: Remove the hazard tree(s). After you have received confirmation (see Step 6 above) you may proceed with
the tree removal. Keep in mind the following:

-Blocking the public street with tree removal and tree chipping equipment is not permitted.

-Staging of tree removal equipment in the public street may be approved through Right of Way Permit
approval.

-Removal of trees located on property lines requires permission from both owners.

-Removal of large trees may impact adjacent non-wind firm trees.

Thank you for your help in our commitment to preserving and growing our forest canopy. Tree removal questions
can be directed to treeremoval@sammamish.us or by calling 425-295-0500.
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT - HAZARD TREE REMOVAL
SITE PLAN REQUIREMENTS

Required Information:

1.
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Applicant Name

Street Address

Tax Parcel Number

North Arrow

Approximate location and dimensions of property lines

Approximate location and dimensions of existing buildings, driveways and septic systems
Approximate location of all trees on site meeting the significant tree definition (please include
distance from at least two property lines — see drawing). Mark the trees to be removed.
Approximate location of any sensitive areas (e.g. wetlands, streams, steep slopes)

Tree diameter (inches) and species

Approximate location of required replacement trees.

Informational Only:
Applicant needs to provide site plan specific to parcel. This drawing will not be accepted.
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Lot line length (e.g. 70 feet)
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT - HAZARD TREE REMOVAL
REPLANTING REQUIREMENTS

The following replanting requirements apply after removal:

Size of Tree Removed

Number of Replacement Trees

Coniferous 8” - 22”

Deciduous 12” - 22”

1 replacement tree

22” _ 32"

2 replacement trees

32” or larger

3 replacement trees

Tree sizes are measured in diameter at 54 inches up from the base

* Replacement coniferous trees must be at least 8 feet in height.

* Replacement deciduous trees must be at least 2.5 inches in diameter.

* Replacement trees must be primarily native species. Non-native
species will be considered at the recommendation of a Certified
Arborist, or with City approval.

* Additional tree replacement standards may be found in SMC

21A.37.280.
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Hazard Tree Affidavit

TR-2 - Hazard Tree Removal

This form is required for the removal of trees deemed hazardous as described in TR-2 - City of
Sammamish Hazard Tree Removal process requirements. All the statements below must be
checked and attested to by the property owner and submitted to the City for verification prior
to the removal of any tree deemed a hazard. Signature by the property owner is required for
eligibility as a permit exemption under SMC 21A.37.230.

0 The tree(s) have been evaluated by an International Society of Arboriculture Certified
Arborist qualified as a Tree Risk Assessor (TRAQ)?! and have been determined to be
hazardous.

0 A copy of the Arborists report, including ISA Hazard Tree Assessment Rating Forms, is
attached.

0 Therrisk or hazard cannot be abated by managing the tree(s) condition through
pruning, cabling, or other preventative measures and the potential target(s) cannot be
moved.

0 The tree(s) cannot be converted to a wildlife habitat snag and removal is necessary.

0 Arecommendation for replanting has been provided by the arborist meeting the
requirements of SMC 21A.37.280.

Property Address:

Property Owner Name:

Property Owner Signature:

Arborist Name and Certification #:

Arborist Contact Information:

1 A qualified Licensed Arborist is a TRAQ certified Professional Arborist licensed by the International Society of Arboriculture
(ISA) specifically trained in tree risk assessment. The City of Sammamish verifies Arborist credentials through the ISA database
at http://www.isa-arbor.com/findanarborist/arboristsearch.aspx . Please ask your tree consultant/tree company/landscape
company to provide arborist qualifications for your records.

NOTE: Tree removal in violation of the City’s tree preservation standards is considered a criminal misdemeanor and
is subject to civil penalties which may include site restoration, fine, and imprisonment.


http://www.isa-arbor.com/findanarborist/arboristsearch.aspx

