
CITY OF SAMMAMISH
WASHINGTON

ORDTNANCE NO. 02010-281

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OT SAMMAMISH, WASHINGTON,
RELATING TO SITING OF WIRELESS COMMUNICATION
TACILITIESi REPEALING AND RE-ENACTING CHAPTER 21A.55
SMC; IMPLEMENTING PROVISIONS PREVIOUSLY ENACTED
PURSUANT TO A DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY; AMB'NDING
AND ADDING NEW DEFINTIONS TO CHAPTER 214.15 SMC;
REPEALING SECTION 13.OI.O1O SMC RELATING TO
UNDERGROUNDING OF WIRtrLESS COMMUNICATION
FACILITIES EQUIPMENT; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY;
AND ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE

WHEREAS, the City has previously adopted Chapter 21A.55 of the Sammamish
Municipal Code ("SMC"), entitled Wireless Commturication Facilities ("WCF"), the purpose of
which is to provide general requirements, siting hierarchy, design standards, and evaluations in
exchange for public benefits to help achieve reasonable location of wireless communication
facilities; and

WHEREAS, the City has previously adopted emergency Ordinance Number 2009-268
for the purpose of establishing interim regulations amcnding the siting hierarchy standards to
give equal priority to collocation on existing poles or structures: and

WHEREAS, the City has previously adopted emergency Ordinance No. 2008-239
(amended pusuant to 2009-254) for the purpose of establishing interim regulations to allow an

exemption for installation of emergency communications and waming systems in the event of
state, local, or national emergencies or disasters; and

WHEREAS, the foregoing inte m regulations were put in place to allow for more
pennanent revisions to SMC Chapter 21.4..55 and Chapter 2lA.l5 to be prepared for public
review and consideration by the Planning Commission and City Cotu'tcil; and

WHERIAS, the Planning Commission has reviewed and recommended amendments to
the WCF to implement the interim regulations as provided herein, and further, to amend the
existing siting hierarchy standards to give higher priority to location on high voltage electrical
transmission torvers; to allow and provide for installation and erection of temporary wireless
communications facilities necessary in the event of an emetgency or for aepairs; and, to prohibit
use oflight poles and light standards in the public right of way as antenna support sfuctures; and

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Sammamish finds that there is a need for
revised regulations related to wireless conrmunication facilities to assure adequate wireless
seNices within the City, to minimize the number of ne\l support sfuctues and associated
aesthetic impacts, and to guide the location and appearance ofnecessary infrastucture; and



WHEREAS, the proposed amendments are consistent with, and seNe to implement, the

City's adopted Comprehensive Plan; and

WHEREAS, the prohibition upon use of light poles within the public right of way as

antenna support structures is intended to create unifomity in appearance and fimction of light
poles, especially with regard to omamental light poles to which such facilities cannot be easily

attached in a manner that maintains the appearance of the light pole; to minimize interference

with maintenance of and access to light poles and light fixtwesi and to protect the public health,

safety and welfare; and

WHEREAS, the proposed amendments are consistent with the lecommendations of the

rvireless facilities master plan: and

WHEREAS, an Environmental Checklist for a non-project action has been prepared

under the State Environmental Policy Act (RCW Chapter 43 21.C), pursuant to Washington

Administrative Code Chapter 197-11, and a Detemination of Non-Significance ("DNS") was

issued; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission held public meetings related to the arnendments

on September 3, 2009, November 3, 2009, December 3, 2009 and December 17, 2009; and

WHEREAS, the City Council held a first reading ofthe ordinance proposing adoption of
the amendments and a public hearing on the proposed amendments on February 16 2010, March
2, 2010, March 16,2010 and Apdl 20, 2010.

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the amendments will allow for the appropriate

development ofwireless facilities within the City and are in the public interest;

NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Sammamish, Washington, do

ordain as follows:

Section 1. Section 21A.15.227 (Concealed WC[) Amended. Section 21A.15 227 of the
Sammamish Municipal Code is hereby anended (amendments shown in legislative revision
marks) to read as follows:



2l A,,15.221 Concealed WCF.

"Concealed WCF," sometimes referred to as a stealth or camouflaged facility,
means the antenna or antenna axray, anteruE support structure, base station, and

feed lines are not readily identifiable as such, and is-qdesigned to be

aesthetically compatible with existing and proposed building(s) and uses on a site.

Examples of concealed attached facilitig$Finclude, but are not limited to, the

following: painted anteina and feed lines to match the color of a building or
stucture, faux windows, dormets or other architectwal features that blend with an

existing or proposed building or structtue. Examples of concealed antenna

support structtues fulcan have a secondary, obvious function *.Ai€A#e
inelude, but are not limited to, the followingr church steeple!, windmillq, bell
towers, clock tower!, cupola!, light standard!, utility pole!, flagpoleq with or
without eflag! or trees.

Section 2. New Section Added to Chaptet 21,4.15 SMC. A new section is added to
Chapter 2lA-55 of the Sammamish Municipal Code to be known and referred to as Section

21A.15.596 (High Voltage Electrical Transmission Tower), to read as follows:

21A.I5.596 High Vo

Hiqh Voltaqe Elech it
desiqned and constuc
vottaqe transmissio
lines shall qenerall

Iirc.

Section 3. New Section Added to Chapter 21,4..15 SMC. A new section is added to
Chapter 21A.15 of the Sammamish Municipal Code to be known and refened to as Section

21A.15.1276 (Temporary WCF), to read as follows:

2-f AJ'1Z6- IaEporarvltrCF,
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aa"s. to oroviae sien
such pernanent WCF. o

Section 4. Repeal and Reenactment of Chapter 21A.55 SMC. Chapter 21A 55 of the

Sammamish Municipal Code is hereby repealed in its entirety and re-enacted to read as followsl

21A.55.010 Purpose.

The purpose ofthis chapter is to:



(l) Establish clear regulations for the siting and design of wireless

communication facilities consistent with federal regulationv':

(2) Promote the health, safety, and general welfare of the public by

regulating the siting of wCFs=;

(3) Minimize impacts of wCFs on swrounding areas by establishing

standaxds for location, shuctural integrity, and compatibility=i

(4) Encourage the location and collocation of wireless communication
equipment on existing structures-i

(5) Minimize visual, aesthetic, public safety, and environmental and wildlife
effectsr;

(6) Accommodate the growing need and demand for wircless
communication services.;

(7) Respond to the policies embodied in the Telecommunications Act of
1996 in such a mamer as not to unieasonably discriminate between providers of
functionally equivalent personal wireless services or to prohibit or have the effect
of prohibiting personal wireless services-;

(8) Encourage orderly development in a preferred hierarchy using concealed
technolopies-: and

(9) Assure WCF development is consistent with the City's wireless master
plan.

21A.55.020 Appli€ability.

(1) tf a conflict arises between this chapter and the provisions of another
chapter regarding wireless communication facilities, this chapter shall govem.

(2) Facilities regulated by this chapter include the construction,
modification, and placement of all WCFS, Fcc-regulated amateur radio antennas,

dish antennas, and any antennas used for loutiqhellel Eullipoill lisdbudall
serviel3raMDs) or wireless cable, and wireless service facilities (i e., cellular
phone service, PCS - personal comntmication serviccs, wireless paging services,

wireless Intemet sewices, etc.). Wireless serviccs shall be subject to the
following regulations to the extent that such requirements (a) do not umeasonably
disc minate among providers of functionally equivalent sewices; and (b) do not
have the effect of prohibiting personal wireless services within the City of
Sammamish.



21A.55.030 Exemptions.

The following are exempt from the provisions of this chapter;

(1) Amateur radio antenna operated by a federally licensed amateur mdio
operator as part ofthe amatettr or business radio service=;

(2) Citizen band or two-way radio antenna including any mast'i

(3) Satellite eafih stations (satellite dish) that arc one meter (39.37 inches)

or less in diameter in all residential districts and two meters or less in all other

zoning districts and which are not greater than 20 feet above grade in residential

districts and 35 feet above grade in all other zoning districts=;

(4) Putdi!- ageqev !o nr vsle!0s of tbc e Lsa!0n0a!oish.
rryithout limitation- whe
and all other buildi
suctr zultitv consmct
federal reeulations i iqg.
station power level. m :

6LA temporary commercial wireless communications facility, for the
purposes of providing coverage of a special event such as news coverage or
sporting event, subject to approval by the City, except that sttch facility must
comply with all federal and state requirements. Said wireless communications
facility may be exempt from the provisions of this chapter up to one week after
the duration ofthe special event-i

(5_6) In the event a building permit is required for any emergency lepair,
notification in writing to the director of community development shall occur
within 24 hours ofidentification ofthe needed repair; filing ofthe building permit
application shall be done in compliance with the City's adopted building code.
(ln the event a building permit is required for nonemergency maintenance,
reconstruction, repair or replacement, filing of the building permit application
shall be required prior to the commencement of such nonemergency activities.L

(62) Antenna modifications, provided:

(a) There is no increase in the number ofantennas; and

(b) There is no increase in the height of the antenna support structue=i

apd

(81 Temporarv WeL



21A.55,040 Permit required.

The following table summarizes the tlpe of proposal and required land use

approvals. All proposals me subject to the siting hierarchy requirements of this
chapter.

P - Permitted Use: The use is allowed subject to the requirements ofthe code.

C - Conditional Use Permit: The use is allowed subject to the conditional use

review procedwes and requirements of the code.

Notes:
l. If the proposal does not extend the height by more than 40 feet and ir is
demonstrated the proposal is consistent with any previous relevant approval
conditions.

21A.55,050 Application requirements.

In addition to any infomation required for CUP and/or building permit
review, an application for new WCFS or modifications to WCFS that require City
approval shall provide the following infomation:

(1) A site plan showing existing and proposed WCFs, access, base station,
ancillary sfuctures, warning signs, fencing, Iandscaping and any other items
necessary to illustrate compliance with the development standards ofthis chapter=;

(2) Exq€D! as lroyidcd b€lor{,j'a stamped statement by a state of
Washington registered professional engineer that the support structure shall
comply with EIA/TlA-222-FRevisiatrG--pub bylhlAlqerlealNational
Slardadrhs!truq(as amended), allowable wind speed fbr the applicable zone in
which the facility is located, and describing the general structural capacity of any
proposed WCF(s), including;

(a) The number and type of antennas that can be accommodated;

(b) The basis for the calculation ofcapacity: and

(c) A written statement that the proposal complies with all federal
guidelines regarding interfercnce and ANSI standards as adopted

Concealed
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WCF

Consolidation
of WCFS

Concealed
Collocation

Flush- or Nonflush-
Mounted Antenna
on Existing Antenna
SuDport Structure

Concealed
Antenna
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by the FCC, including but not limited to nonionizing
electromagnetic radiation (NIER) standards.

The foreqoinq reduirc
utilitv pole or hieh

(3) A report by the applicant that includes a description of the proposed

WCF, including height above gmde, mat€rials, color, lighting, and information
demonstrating compliance with SMC 21,4.55.060, Siting hieffchy-i

(4) Where a permit for an attachm€nt or collocation is required, the

application shall also include the following information:

(a) The name and address of the operator(s) of proposed and existing
antennas on the site;

(b) The height of any proposed antennas;

(c) Manufacture, type, and model of such antennas;

(d) Frequency, modulation, and class ofservice; and

(e) A description of the wireless communication sewice that the
applicant intends to offer to provide, or is curently offering or
providing within the City.

(5) A detailed visual simulation ofthe witeless communication facility shall

be provided along with a wfitten report from the applicant, including a map

showing all locations where an unimpaired signal can be received for that

facility.;

(6) Approved wRowA' (Wireless aigh ol luavl c aslecmcloi

(7) Other information as the director of community development may

reasonably require, including additional infomation specific to the City's wireless

communication facilities master plan:4!

(8) Fees for review as established by the City's most curent fee resolution.

The director ofcommunity development may release an applicant from having
to provide one or more ofthe pieces of information on this list upon a finding that
in the specific case involved said information is not necessary to ptocess or make

a decision on the application being submitted.



21A.55.060 Siting Hierarchy.

Siting of antennas or support structues shall adhere to the siting hierarchy of
this section. The order of ranking for antenna or antenna support structues, from
highest to lowest, shallbe 74 $-2a,2b,2c,2d,2e,3a,3b, 3c, 3d, lg# 4a, 4b,
4c, 4d, 4e and 5. Where a lower ranking altemative is proposed, the applicant
must file relevant information including but not limited to an affidavit by a

licensed radio frequency engineer demonstnting that despite diligent effotts to
adhere to the established hierarchy within the geognphic search area, higher
mnking options are not technically feasible or justified given the location of the
proposed wireless communications facility and network need.

Examplel

A new WCF is proposed; the applicant demonshates that the new facility
cannot be sited under hierarchy t*+@h-+. The applicant then demonstates
the new facility cannot be sited under hienrchy 2a though 2d@. The applicant
then moves to hierarchy 3 and is able to propose a site.

Ulararchy,

(l) Concealed WCF that is an attached WCF; provided that it is attached to
an existing antenna support structure within City-classified arterial rights-of-way
or attached to a hish vo , or collocation e+Jl*€F
Eith erdstiig \i'€

iffe{e€€c

c€€€+i€€.*&l€€€tie#543€$l'4€
(2) New Concealed WCF:

(a) WithinCity-classifiedartedalrights-of-way.
(b) Within public parks, public open spaces, and on other publicly

owned land.
(c) Within other City steet rights-of-way.
(d) In any nonresidential zoning district.
(e) In residential zoning districts on lots not used for single-family

residential purposes.
(3) Concealed consolidation that is a consolidation of antenna support

structues:
(a) WithinCity-classifiedafierialrights-of-way.
(b) Within public parks, public open spaces, and on other publicly

owned land.
(c) Wilhillolbqeily jtree! rleh
(Q In any nonresidential zoning district.
(de) In residential zoning dist cts on lots not used for single-family

residential purposes.



(4) New concealed anteina support structure:
(a) WithinCity-classifiedaterial ghts-of-way.
(b) Within public parks, public open spaces, and on other publicly

owned land.
(c) Within other City street rights-of-way.
(d) In any noffesidential zoning district.
(e) In residential zoning dist cts on lots not used for single-family

residential purposes.
(5) Any olbcr B€anilled or allor{cd location not falling within categories I

through 4 when no reasonable altemative exists.

21A.55,070 Base station hierarchy.

Siting of base stations shall adhere to the siting hierarchy ofthis section. The
order of ranking, from highest to lowest, shall be 1,2,3, and 4. Where a lower
ranking altemative is proposed, the applicant must demonsttate that a higher
ranking option is not technically feasible, orjustified given the location or size of
the proposed base station.

Hierarqhrl

(1) Underground iflocated within city rights-of-way.

(2) Within an existing building, provided the use of the building is not
single-family residential.

(3) On the roof of an existing building, provided the use of the building is
not single-family residential.

(4) Fenced and landscaped or inside a building constucted for housing the
base station fiom a consolidated WCF.

21A.55.080 General requirements.

(1) Within public parks and public open spaces: the placement of antennas

on existing structures, such as power poles, ligh+f€+ees++*+e €J€{q
light standards for recreational fields and antenna support sfuctues, is the
preferred option subject to the approval of the property owner. lf an existing
sfucture cannot accommodate an antenna due to structural deficiency, or does not
have the height required to provide adequate signal coverage, the stucture may be

replaced with a new structue, provided !@_[uslule:
(a) +*v+i*v!{ill serve the original purpose-;



(b) Does not exceed the original height by 40 feet or the ma\imum
height allowed by this chapter. Any height increase in excess of
40 feet will require a conditional use permitrig!

(c) Meets all the requirements ofthis chapter.

(2) Concealed attached antennas shall comply with the following
requirements:

(a) Concealed antennas shall rellect the visual characteristics of the
structtue to which they are attached and shall be designed to
architecturally match the facade, roof, wall, or struchtre on which
they are affixed so that they blend with the existing structual
design, color, and texture. This shall include the use of colors and
materials, as appropriate. When located on structures such as

buildings or water towers, the placement of the antennas on the
sfuctuie shall reflect the following order of priority in order to
minimize visual impact:

(i) A location as close as possible to the centel of the structure;
and

(ii) Along the outer edges or side-mounted; provided, that in this
instance, additional means such as screens should be

considered and may be required by the department on a case-

by-case basis; and

(iii) When located on the outcr edge or side-mounted, be placed
on the portion of the structure less likely to be seen from
adjacent lands containing, in descending order of priority:
existing residences, public parks a.nd open spaces, and public
roadways=;

(b) Notwithstanding the height limit of the undetlying zone, the top of
the concealed attached WCF shall not be more than 20 feet above
an existing or proposed nonresidential building or stucture, or
more than 15 feet above a residential building or stucture;

(c) Feed lines shall be contained within a principal building or encased
and the encasement painted to blend and match the design, color,
and texture ofthe facade, roof, wall, or stucture to which they are

afhxed.

(3) Concealed antenna support stucturcs shall comply with the following
requirements:

t0



(a) Upon application for a conditional use permit o. a building permit
for a new concealed antenna support structure, whichever is
required first, the applicant shall provide a map showing all
existing antenna support stuctrues or other suitable noffesidential
sfuctures located within one-quarter mile ofthe proposed sfucture
with consideration given to engineering and structural
requirements.

O) No new antenna support structue shall be permitted if an existing
structue suitable for attachment of an antenna or collocation is
located within one-quarter mile, tmless the applicant demonstrates

that the existing structure is physically or technologically
unfeasible, or is not made available for sale or lease by the owner,
or is not made available at a market late cost, or would result in
greater visual impact. The burden of ptoof shall be on the
applicant to show that a suitable structure for mounting of antenna
or collocation camot be reasonably or economically used in
accordance with these c teria.

(c) In residential dist cts, new concealed antenna support structues
shall only be permitted on lots whose principal use is not single-
family residential including, but not limited to: schools, churches,
synagogues, fire stations, parks, and othet public property.

(d) To the extent that there is no conflict with the color and lighting
requirements of the Federal Cornmunications Commission and the
Federal Aviation Administration for aircraft safety purposes, new
antenna support structdes shall be concealed as defined by this
chapter and shall be configured and located in a manner to have the
least visually obtrusive profile on the landscape and adjacent
properties. New concealed antenna support sfuctures shall be

designed to complement or match adjacent sfuctures and
landscapes with specific design considerations such as

architectwal designs, height, scale, color, and texture and designed
to blend with existing sunoundings to the extent feasible. This
shall be achieved through the use of compatible colon and
materials, and altemative site placement to allow the use of
topography, existing vegetation or other sfuctures to screen the
proposed concealed antenna support sfucture from adjacent lands
containing, in descending order of priority: existing residences,
public parks and open spaces, and public roadways.

(e) At time of application the applicant shall file a letter with the
department, agreeing to allow collocation on the tower. The
agreement shall commit the applicant to provide, either at a market
rate cost or at another cost basis agreeable to tbe affected parties,



the opportunity to collocate the antenna of othel service providels
on the applicant's proposed tower to the extent that such

collocation is techdcally and structurally feasible for the affected
parties.

All new concealed antenna support structures up to 60 feet in
height shall be engineered and constructed to accommodate no less

than two antenna axrays. All concealed antenna support structures
between 6l feet and 100 feet shall be engineered and constructed
to accommodate no less than three antenna,fiays. All concealed

antenna support structues between 101 and 140 feet shall be

engineered and constructed to accommodate no less than four
antenna arays.

Grading shall be minimized and limited only to the area necessary
for the new WCF.

(4) Consolidation of WCFs shall comply with the following requirementsl
Consolidation of two or more existing WCFs may be permitted pusuant to the
provisions ofthis chapter including a CUP and consideration ofthe following:

(a) WCF consolidation shall reduce the number of WCFs=.i

O) Ifa consolidation involves the rcmoval of wCF's from two or morc
different sites and ifa consolidated WCF is to be erected on one of
those sites, it shall be erected on the site that provides for the
greatest compliance with the standards ofthis chapter=;

(c) Consolidated WCFs shall be concealed-;

(d) All existing base station and ancillary equipment shall be brought
inro compliance u irh rhis chapter.;

(e) $Iqew WCFe approved for consolidation €4 g!!b an existing
WCF shall not be required to meet new setback standards so long
as the new WCF and its base station and ancillary structures are no

closer to any property lines or dwelling units # @ the WCF and

iS base station and ancillary structures being consolidated. For
example, if a new WCF is replacing an old one, the new one is
allowed to have the same setbacks as the WCF being removed,
even ifthe old one had nonconforming setbacks';

(0 If the consolidated WCF cannot meet the setback requirements: it
shall be located on the portion of the parcel on which it is situated
which; gi+i4:+ee,i#ic++e.'lJ*Jal1e++i4 provides the optimum

(f)

G)

t2



practical setback from adjacent propertiesl giying qortridglatiarlq
the followine:

(i) Topography and dimensions of the site; 4!
(ii) Location ofany existing structues to be relained

(5) Collocated or combined facilities shall comply with the following
requirements:

(a) Collocation of anteffEs onto existing antenna support stuctures
meeting the dimensional standa.rds of this chapter are permitted
outright. Antenna mounts shall be flush-mounted onto existing
antenna support structues, unless it is demonstrated through RF
propagation analysis that flush-mounted antennas will not meet the
network objectives of the desired coverage area. Furthermore, an

antenna shall not extend vertically above the uppemost portion of
the stucture to which it is mounted or attached. as follows:

Not more than 20 feet on a nonresidential sfucture; and

Not more than 15 feet on a residential shucture=;

(b) Collocation of antennas onto a nerv antenna support structure
constructed after the effective date ofthe ordinance codified in this
chapter shall be concealed.;

(c) At the time of installation, the WCF base station and ancillary
stuctues shall be brought into compliance with any applicable
landscaping requirements=;

(d) A collocated or combined WCF, its new base station, and any nerv
ancillary sfuctures shall be subject to the setbacks of the
underlying zoning districtsig!

(e) When a collocated or combined WCF is to be located on a

nonconforming building or structure, then it will be subject to
Chapter 21A.70 SMC.

21A.55.090 Designstandards,

(1) All WCFs shall:

(a) Be designed and constructed to present the least visually obtrusive
profile-i

(D

(ii)

l3



(b) Use colors such as brota4 grey, blue, or green thdL lo4ahjbe
cxistlnq antenna support s

reduce visual impacts unless otherwise required by the City of
Sammamish, the FAA, or the FCC. Iollxan0Bl€ a-ulilil lelhalt
is brown should have c

(c) Flush-mount antennas when feasible. Four non-flush-mounted
antennas are allowed only upon wntten demonstration by the
applicant that flush-mounting is not feasible.

(2) Base Stations.

(a) Base stations and ancillary stuctures shall be subject to the

setbacks ofthe underlying zoning district.

(b) Base stations that are not located underground shall not be visible
from public views. New base stations and ancillary structues shall
be designed to complement or match adjacent structues and
landscapes. $pecific design considerations such as architectural
designs, height, scale, color, and texture sbauldbg #designed to
blend with existing suroundings to thc extent feasible. This shall
be achieved through the use of compatible colors and building
mate als of existing buildings or stuctures on the property, and
altemative site placement to de+*=t#{i!iz€ ef, topography,
existing vegetation or other structules to screen the base station
and ancillary stuctwes ftom pedestrian views. Wlere feasible,
one building with multiple compartments shall be consfucted to
serve the total number of anticipated collocation tenants. If the
applicant can demonstrate that one building is not feasible or
practical due to site design or oth er constaints, then a master site
plan shall be provided to demonstate how all potential base

stations and ancillary structures will be accommodated within the
vicinity of the WCF.

(3) Height Standards. The height of the antenna support stucture shall be

measured from the natural undisturbed ground surface below the center of the
base of the tower to the top of the tower or, if higher, to the top of the highest
antenna or piece ofequipment attached thereto. The height of any WCF shall not
exceed the height provided in the table below.

Zone District(s)

Height ofN€w
Ant€nna Sup-

port Struc-

Maximum
Hcight ofCon-
solidated An-
tenna Support

Structures

CB, O 120' 140'

t,{



NB,R-I R- t8 l6o', l8o'

Note: Height limits in dghts-of-way not zoned shall be 40 feet above existing
utility €Fligk poles.

(a) Increases to the height of an existing anteDna support struchue are

permitted, provided:

(i) I+Thg,iral€ass is consistent with all conditions of the CUP
authorizing the use and subsequent approvals thereafter;

(ii) The existing conditions and the proposed changes are not in
violation ofthe SMC;

(iii) +&c-jlrqcasg is necessary to accomrnodate an actual
collocation of the anterura for additional service providers or
to accommodate the cunent provider's antenna required to
utilize new technology, provide a new seNice, or increase
capacity;

(iv) Height increases are limited to no more than 40 feet above
the height of the existing antenna support structue unless
explicitly allowed in the CUP;4!

(v) A nonconfomance shall not be created or increased, except
as otherwise provided by this chapter.

i€

s*b€il#€fp+c+€+

(4) SetbackRequirements.

(a) Antenna support sfuctures outside of the right-of-way shall have a
setback from property lines of l0 feet from any property line and
50 feet or one foot setback fot every one foot in height from any
residentially zoned property, whichever provides the greatest

setback.

(b) Base stations shall be subject to the setback requirements of the
zone in which they are located.

(c) The department shall consider the following cdteria and give
sub$antial consideration to on-site location and setback flexibility.
ie These are authorized when reviewing applications for new

l5



(5)

antenna support sfuctues and consolidations- Thc&llovi[g-sha!]
be eonsidered:

(i) Whether existing trees and vegetation car be preserved in
such a matuler that would most effectively screen the
proposed tower from residences on adjacent ptoperties;

(ii) Whether there are any natual landforms, such as hills or
other topographic breaks, that can be utilized to screen the
tower fiom adjacent residences; a!l(l

(iii) Whether the applicant has utilized a tower design that
reduces the silhouette of the portion of the tower extending
above the height ofsurounding tees.

Landscaping and Fencing Requiremenls.

(a) All ground-mounted base stations and ancillary structures shall be

enclosed with an opaque fence. In all residential zones, or a facility
abutting a residential zone, or in any zone when the base station
and ancillary sfuctures adjoin a public right-of-way, the fence
shall be opaque and made of wood, brick, or masonry. ln the NB,
CB, or O zone, if a chain linl< fence is installed, slats shall be
'i'r'oven into the security fence. All fencing shall be subject to SMC
21A.30.190.

(b) WCFS shall have perimeter landscaping as follows:

(i) In the NB, CB, or O zone, the base stations and ancillary
structwes shall be landscaped with eight feet of Tlpe It
landscaping pursuant to Chapter 21A.35 SMC along any lot
line abutting a residential zone=.;

(ii) In residential zones or abutting ghts-of-way, the base station
and ancillary sfuctures shall be landscaped with 10 feet of
Type I landscaping pursuant to Chapter 21A.35 SMC-i

(iii) When a fence is used to prevent access to a WCF or base

station, any landscaping required shall be placed outside of
the fence=;4!

(iv) Landscaping provisions may be modifled in accordance with
Chapter 21A.35 SMC.
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(6) Lighting Standards. Except as specifically required by the FCC or FAA,
WCFs shall not be illuminated, except lighting for security purposes that is
compatible \{ith the surrounding neighborhood.

Any lighting required by the FAA or FCC must be the minimum intensity and

number of flashes per minute (i.e., the longest duration between flashes)
allowable to minimize the potential attaction to migratory birds. Dual lighting
standards (white blinking light in daylight and red blinking light at dusk and

nighttime) are required and strobe light standards are prohibited unless required.
The lights shall be oriented so as not to project directly onto surounding
residential property, and be consistent with FAA and FCC requirements.

(7) Signage. Commercial messages shall not be displayed on any WCF
The only signage that is permitted upon an antenna support stucture, base station,
or fence shall be infomationaliand for the purpose of identifying the antenna
support stmcture (such as ASR registration number), as lvell as the party
responsible for the operation and maintenance of the facility, its cunent address

and telephone mrmber, secudty or safety signs, and property manager signs (if
applicable).

If more than 220 voltage is necessary for the operation of the facility and is
present in a grorurd grid or in the antenna support structure, signs located every 20

feet and attached to the fence or wall shall display in large, bold, high-contrast
letters (minimum letter height of four inches) the following: HIGH VOLTAGE
DANGER.

(8) Sounds. Maximum permissible sound levels to intude into the real
property of another person from a f#k€€4€#ij#€€.j* W shall not
exceed 45 dB(A). In the case of maintenance, construction, and emergencies,
these sound levels may be exceeded for short durations as tequited by the specific
circumstance.

21A.55.100 Technical evaluation.

The City may retain the seruices of an independent technical expert such as a
registered professional electrical engineer accredited by the state of Washington
who holds a federal communications general ladio telephone operator's license.
The engineer will provide technical evaluation of permit applications for WCFs.
The applicant shall pay all the costs ofsaid review.

21A,55.110 Interference.

Wlenever the City has encountered radio ftequency interference with its
public safety communications equipment, and it believes that such interference
has been or is being caused by one or more WCFs, the following steps shall be

taken:
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(1) Upon notification by the City to WCF service providers potentially
interfering with public safety communications equipment, the providers shall
cooperate and coordinate with the City and among themselves to investigate and
mitigate the interference, if ary, utilizing the procedures set forth in the joint
wireless industry - public safety "Best Practices Guide," released by the FCC in
February 2001, including the "Good Enginee ng Pmctices," as may be amended
or revised by the FCC ftom time to time.

(2) Ifany WCF owner fails to cooperate with the City in complying with the

owner's obligations under this section. or if the FCC makes a determination of
radio frequency interference with the City public safety communications
equipment, the owner who fails to cooperate and/or the owner ofthe WCF which
caused the interference shall be responsible, upon FCC determination of.adio
frequency interference, for reimbusing the City for all costs associated with
ascertaining and resolving the interference, including but not limited to any
engineering studies obtained by the jurisdiction to determine the source of the
interference. For the purposes of this subsection, failure to cooperate shall
include failure to initiate any response ol action as described in the "Best
Practices cuide" within 24 hours ofthe City's notification.

21A.55.120 Cessation of use.

(1) Antennas shall be removed, at the owner's expense, from WCFS ei*iR
!a lnore lhatr 180 days after the antenna is no longer operational, unless the
abandonrnent is associated with a consolidation, in which case the removal shall
occur wirhin a0 days ofcessalion ofuse.

(2) The whole WCF shall be removed, at the owner's expense, within 180
days of the date the last antenna is removed.

(3) An owner wishing to extend the time for removal or reactivation shall
submit a wdtten iequest along with the appropriate documentation demonstating
the reason for such extension request. The City may extend the time for removal
up to 90 additional days upon a showing ofgood cause with one additional 90-day
extension. lf the antenna suppofi stmcture or antenna is not removed in a timely
fashion, the City may give notice that it will contnct for removal within 30 days
following written notice to the owner. Thereafter, the City may cause removal of
the antenna support stluctule with costs being borne by the current WCF o\4.ner or
landowner.

(4) Upon removal of the WCF, base station, and ancillary stuctures, said
a.rea shall be retumed to its natural state and topography. and vegetated consistent
rvith the natural surroundings or consistent with the current use of the land at the
time of removal. The cost of rehabilitation shall be bome by the current WCF
owner or landowner.
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Section 5. SMC 214.55.130 (Liqht Poles) AdoDted Sammamish Municipal Code

Section 21A.55.130 (Light Poles) is hereby adopted to read as follows:

21A55-L3L!rqht"ilrs.

Liqht potes and liqht s

orchibited from use as an ante
antenna or antenna arav. Forpu
ana refer to a structure
primarv ouroose tne suooo
wav" shall nean the sufrce
hiqhwav. freewav. brid
public wav. dnve. circ
now or hereafter held bv
now or trereatet cons
rishts-of-wal.

Section 6. Repealer. Sammamish Municipal Code Section 13.01.010 (Wireless

Communication Facility, Vaults) is hereby repealed in its entirety

Section 7. Severabilitv. Should any section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase ofthis
Ordinance, or its application to any person or circumstance, be declared unconstitutional or
otherwise invalid for any reason, or should any portion ofthis Ordinance be ple-empted by state

or federal law or regulation, such decision or pre-emption shall not affect the validity of the

remaining portions ofthis Ordinance or its application to othel persons or circumstances

Section 8. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall be published in the official newspaper of
the City, and shall take effect and be in tull force five (5) days after the date ofpublication

ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL AT A REGULAR MEETING THEREOF
oN THE 20rh DAY OF APRTL, 2010.

CI'I'Y OF SAMMAMISH

ATTEST/AUTHENTICATED:
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Apprcved as to form:

Kenyon Disend, PLLC
City Attomey

Filed with the City Clerk:
Public Hearing:
First Reading:
Public Hearing:
Public Hearing:
Passed by the City Council:
Date ofPublication:
Fffective Date:

February 24, 2010
March 2, 2010
March 2, 2010
March 16, 2010
April 20, 2010
April20,2010
April26,2010
May l, 2010

20


