
Sammamish Arts Commission – Minutes – October 26, 2015 
Sammamish City Hall, 801 228th Ave SE, Sammamish, Washington 

 
 

Attendees:  
Commissioners: Chair Anne Schaefer, Claradell Shedd, Steve Wright, Lin Garretson, Margaret 
Rosenow, and Barbara Jirsa.  Alternate Carol Weaks. Staff:  Joseph Guinasso, Finance Director; 
Colleen Rupke, Administrative Assistant.   
 
Absent:  Commissioners Kelli Ron, Priti Joshi and Ramu Iyer; Alternates Mandagere Shashidhar 
and Rituja Indapure 
 
 
Call to Order                Chair Anne Schaefer 
The meeting was called to order at 6:31 p.m. by Chair Schaefer. 
 
Approval of April 27, 2015 Minutes – The Commission approved the April 27, 2015 via email.   
 
Budget and Financial Report YTD Joe Guinasso 
 

• 2014 Carry forward $ $10,300 proposed to City Council in May 2015 
• 2015 Budget $32,300 (includes $6,500 4Culture Grant) 
• 2015 Additional $1,000 4Culture Grant 

2015 TOTAL Budget $ 43,600  
• 2015 YTD Expenditures $ 30,571.17 
• 2015 YTD Available Funds $ 13,028.83 
• Anticipate a year-end balance of $30.81 
• 2016 Budget – City Manager will be proposing to the Council, as part of the biennial 

budget, a $10,000 additional budget allocation so that the Commission has roughly 
the same amount of money next year as they did this year. 

• The Commission requested clarification on the $115.10 charge reflected in the 
Sammamish Nights expenditure report. Staff agreed to research and report 
back on this matter. [Note: Colleen was able to determine that the charge 
was for batteries purchased for use in the lamps that were utilized during 
Sammamish Nights. However, the batteries were not used for the lamps and 
were instead returned to the general supply for Parks, so this charge will be 
removed from the Arts Commission expenditures report.]  

 
 
City Roundabouts Claradell Shedd 
Commissioner Shedd reported that she is working on the artist contract now.  The artist is working 
on the art for the second roundabout, referred to during the last meeting.  By the end of the year, 
all the roundabout art currently under contract will be completed and installed.  Next year, 
Commissioner Shedd is anticipating that the remainder of the wood art will be installed. 
 
 



Theater Update Steve Wright 
Commissioner Wright reported that another successful theater event was held at the teen center 
this past week. The production of Hansel and Gretel was well received and the capacity at the 
Teen Center was met and exceeded. Commissioner Wright reported that, so far, three schools 
have asked to have the Hansel & Gretel performance brought to their schools.  Commissioner 
Wright says this is a possibility and he’s certainly willing to do so if he can. 
 
Commissioner Wright reported that the theater group provided readers for the Star Wars-
Shakespeare event held at the Library recently during this year’s Arts Fair. The dramatic reading 
was well attended and received. Commissioner Wright believes that the great readers provided 
for the event helped to build a good relationship with the library for future opportunities. 
 
Commissioner Wright reported that he is looking at adding more kids to this year’s Holiday 
production.  The production is slated for December 11-13 at City Hall’s Council Chambers. That 
venue has only 90 chairs available for seating. More chairs will need to be rented for overflow. 
Colleen asked that Commissioner Wright provide her with an estimate of how many additional 
chairs need to be rented. The Commission discussed the pros and cons of having this event in 
Council Chambers and suggested that Commissioner Wright consider changing the venue to the 
Boys and Girls Club or something larger. With increased attendance at these productions, it could 
be detrimental to the growth of the program if attendees had a less-than-ideal experience at this 
production with overflow seating and difficulty seeing and hearing the actors.  The Commission 
asked Finance Director Joseph Guinasso to discuss with the Parks Department the need for 
negotiating with the School District future use of their theater facilities. Commissioner Wright 
inquired as to when the Mars Hill Facility will be available for use.  Director Guinasso was not 
certain but will check into it. 
 
 
2016 Planning   Anne Schaefer 
Art Piece Acquisition Proposal—Commissioner Jirsa reported that the current artist 
exhibit in City Hall is the husband and wife team, Michele and Kent Van Slyke of Bainbridge Island. 
Michele Van Slyke specializes in metal sculptures and prepared one specifically for the City’s 
cement column next to the staircase in the lobby.  Commissioner Jirsa would like the Commission 
to consider purchasing this piece for permanent art, as it is beautiful, affordable, and specifically 
made for the column which has previously sat empty and plain in the midst of all art displays.  The 
cost would be $1,500. The current exhibit will end the middle of January 2016. Commissioner Jirsa 
would like to have this purchased out of the 2016 January budget prior to the removal of the Van 
Slyke art exhibit. 
 
Lobby Lighting—Commissioner Jirsa requested that the matter of lighting in City Hall lobby be 
brought back to the table for remedy. Commissioner Jirsa reported that the poor lighting in some 
cases discourages facility rentals because of its darkness.  Commissioner Jirsa has spoken with 
Councilmembers Odell and Huckaby who agreed that it needs to be addressed. The 
Councilmembers instructed that this should be brought to Council directly for authorization.  
Commissioner Jirsa reported that quite a few people at the artist reception held last Thursday 
made comments about the poor lighting and the darkness of the lobby.  The lighting needs to 
change. Chair Schaefer will be making a report to Council for the Commission soon and can 



incorporate this into her report. Payment for the lighting should not come out the Arts 
Commission budget. 
 
Art Exhibits—Commissioner Jirsa reported that she has four exhibits planned through 
December 2016.  Don Fels’ large metal art displays will be returning to City Hall in January, but 
along another historical story line.  That will be followed by Sammamish Photographer Gayle 
Twelves and then Sammamish resident David Allison.  The final display will possibly be a juried 
exhibit of photography.  That brings the exhibit schedule through December 15.   
Commissioner Jirsa will ask for funding for a fifth exhibit spanning into January.  Commissioner 
Jirsa would also like to add additional funds to the exhibits budget for live music at the exhibit 
receptions.   
 
Theater—Commissioner Wright will be asking for $18,000 for next year’s shows.  The annual 
Holiday show event needs to be the focus.  Commissioner Wright has three shows planned for the 
coming year, with a possible play reading as well.  Commissioner Wright has also been asked to 
produce the theater production “Hair” with the show’s original producer sometime in 2017.   
 
Art Cooperative—Commission Alternate Carol Weaks would like to see a Cooperative gallery 
in Sammamish.  Even a pop-up would be fine.  Commissioner Wright pointed out that the plans he 
sent to the City for a proposed future Theater includes an Art Gallery as part of it.  Commissioner 
Shedd reminded the Commission of board discussions some time ago about use of the house at 
Big Rock Park.  Perhaps the house could be used for this Co-op.  Director Guinasso agreed to 
discuss the matter with the project manager for Big Rock Park. 
 
Non-Profit Status—The Commission discussed considering moving some of the art functions 
to non-profit status, such as the Theater and Co-op and Commissioner Garretson’s Special Arts 
Sammamish events.  Art Commission Funding could then be directed to these events as grants, 
and the events could seek additional funding and charge fees for events. 
 
Special Arts Sammamish—Commissioner Garretson reported she wants to blend in some 
new art experiences in the coming year.  The free use of Bellewood for venue has been wonderful. 
The age group 55+ is a big under-served group in the Sammamish community and the classes are 
growing in popularity and demand.  The Gen-Fusion workshop is slated for Nov. 14. Theater of 
Possibility is Nov. 7. Both workshops will be held at Bellewood.  Bellewood also provides food 
trays for the events.  Commissioner Garretson would like this program to become a Non-Profit to 
accommodate expansion and mobility.  Commissioner Garretson would like to begin working with 
Alzheimer’s patients and Teens/Tweens.  Commissioner Garretson would like to produce five 
events next year at $750 each, for a total budget of $6,000. 
 
Roundabouts—Commissioner Shedd would like to complete the art installations in the city’s 
roundabouts and/or traffic circles next year.  This includes the Klahanie roundabout that may be 
installed at their entrance.  Commissioner Shedd anticipates three to five new art installations in 
the city roadways in 2016 and is asking for a budget of $4500.   
 
Commissioner Shedd also shared photos of park benches that are art pieces that she would like 
the Commissioner to consider for commissioning in city parks. 



 
Commissioner Shedd reported that she has spoken with the Metropolitan Market Project 
Manager about permanent art being incorporated into his construction project in the Town 
Center.  The Project Manager said he doesn’t know how much money he will have to expend on 
that at this point, but was very receptive and warm to the idea.  Commissioner Shedd suggested 
he take a look at the work of artist Andrew Carson, and she sent him a YouTube video which he 
watched and loved.  The Project Manager said he would meet with Partners about the matter and 
would like to visit Andrew Carson’s studio in Seattle so that he could get a better idea of how 
much money would be required for investment in this nature of installation.  Commissioner Shedd 
believes the talks with the Met Market Project Manager have been positive and encouraging. 
 
Public Art—Commissioner Rosenow wants budget funds dedicated to permanent public art in 
2016. 
 
Cultural Events—Chair Schaefer reported that Commissioner Joshi (who was absent) will want 
to host a cultural event for the Indian Community in the coming year. 
 
Senior Classes—Chair Schaefer reported that consideration may need to be given to 
rethinking how future senior classes are handled.  The Commission may want to sponsor these 
classes through ArtEast so that a fee can be charged and more students can attend. 
 
Leggo Event – Chair Schaefer wants to offer the Leggo Event again next year. 
 
 
Open discussion               All 
 
Chair Schaefer reminded the Commission of the following:   
 

• The Parks and Rec Guide is in preparation and they have asked for the Commission’s 
Quarter-One events.  Please provide these to the Chair by the end of this week.   

 
• The Annual Volunteer Dinner will take place in December. RSVPs should be directed to 

Allison Gubata.  Please provide Colleen with your volunteer hours for the whole year 
within the next week or two, so that those can be included in the acknowledgements at 
the dinner. 

 
• Drug-Free Coalition Start-Up Meeting:  The Commission has received a copy of the email 

from the Drug Free Coalition Start-Up Meeting coming up soon. Those interested should 
attend. 

 
• November Meeting:  The Chair will be absent for this meeting and asked for a volunteer to 

chair that meeting.  Commissioner Jirsa volunteered.  Chair Schaefer will prepare the 
meeting agenda. 

 
Commissioner Shedd shared photos taken at the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center in Austin, 
Texas. 



 
Director Guinasso reminded the Commission that three positions on the Commission will be up for 
appointment in 2016—those belonging to Commissioners Wright, Ron, Iyer and the Alternates will 
all expire January 31, 2016 and are subject to Council appointment.  Those interested in 
reapplying or applying should contact City Clerk Melonie Anderson with their interest. 
 

 
Adjourn 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:24 PM. 
 
 
Next regular SAC meeting – Monday, November 23, 2015 – 6:30 pm 


