
Sammamish Arts Commission – Minutes - September 28, 2015 
Sammamish City Hall, 801 228th Ave SE, Sammamish, Washington 

 
 

Attendees:  
Commissioners: Chair Anne Schaefer, Claradell Shedd, Steve Wright, Ramu Iyer, Lin Garretson, 
Barbara Jirsa, and Priti Joshi.  Staff:  Joseph Guinasso, Finance Director; Colleen Rupke, 
Administrative Assistant.   
 
Absent:  Commissioners Kelli Ron and Margaret Rosenow; Alternates Carole Weaks, Mandagere 
Shashidhar and Rituja Indapure 
 

 
 
Call to Order       
The meeting was called to order at 6:36 p.m. after the Commission temporarily appointed Chair-
Pro-Tem Joseph Guinasso in the temporary absence of Chair Anne Schaefer and Chair-Pro-Tem 
Margaret Rosenow. 
 
 
Guest Speaker                               Pat Castillo, Drug Free Community Coalition 
Ms. Castillo gave a brief introduction to the goals and purpose of the Drug Free Community 
Coalition, a grant-funded program under the umbrella of the Issaquah Schools Foundation and the 
boundaries of the Issaquah School District.  Ms. Castillo gave a presentation to the Commission on 
the 3rd Annual Video Contest for teens they are undertaking.  The competition is focused on PSAs 
on resisting temptation – Influence The Choice. The Coalition is asking for Commissioners to 
participate in the planning committee for 2015-2016; be a judge for the contest; help plan a 
recognition event; help find venues where videos can be shown.  Commissioners are to work 
directly with Ms. Castillo on volunteering. 
 
Garden Gate Summary Margaret Rosenow 
Commissioner Shedd reported that the event was a small event but a nice event. Artist Garth 
Edwards and Mayor Vance were part of the program. Garth spoke about how he was inspired by 
the grasses blowing in the wind in the park. Photos were taken, and plants distributed as gifts to 
the attendees. 
 
Note Approval of April 27, 2015 Minutes - Commission Meeting Minutes approved via email.   
 
Budget and Financial Report YTD Joe Guinasso 
 

• 2014 Carry forward $ $10,300 proposed to City Council in May 2015 
• 2015 Budget $32,300 (includes $6,500 4Culture Grant) 
• 2015 Additional $1,000 4Culture Grant 

2015 TOTAL Budget $ 43,600  
• 2015 YTD Expenditures $ 24,526.59 
• 2015 YTD Available Funds $ 19,073.41 



Joe reported that the Senior Art billing was $400 more than expected. Joe said he anticipates we’ll 
end the year with about $500-1,000.  The Nest project paid $4,000 but Parks will pay $2,000. 
Theatre expenses were over on the Opera but Commissioner Wright will reconcile his expenses 
moving forward. 
 
 
Nest Building Project Ramu Iyer 
Commissioner Iyer reported event was a nice collaboration between the Arts and Parks 
Commissions. The sticks were cleaned on the Friday prior to the build, and the Nest was built after 
the garden gate event. Approximately 48 kids participated.  The artist, Karen White, was 
wonderful, engaging the children and all participants to create a unique structure for Big Rock 
Park. Photos were taken of the kids sitting in the Nest at the completion.  The build took 
approximately 3 hours. 
 
 
City Roundabouts Claradell Shedd 
Commissioner Shedd reported that Chair Schaefer will be meeting to clear the way for Joe to 
complete the contract with artist Al Zold.  He’s dreaming up different art piece ideas to complete 
the city roundabouts.  Shedd took a photo to Station 83 of the sculpture proposed for the 
roundabout in front of the station. The fire department was very excited to be included in this 
community project and are trying to help name the sculpture. The sculpture is made out of wood 
from the red barn.  We are looking at approximately eight roundabout locations for art to be 
installed over the course of the next three years, depending on upcoming budgets. There was a 
discussion about wanting to incorporate solar uplighting if possible.  Joe said he would talk with 
Public Works about incorporating solar into the roundabout art and make sure there isn’t a 
problem with ongoing maintenance. 
 
Shedd has spoken to the developers of the Metropolitan Market about incorporating art into their 
development design.  No progress to report at this point but the dialogue continues.  
 
 
Theater Update Steve Wright 
Commissioner Wright reported there will be auditions for upcoming show Oct. 2 & 9 and 
appointments are booked solid. There continues to be a lot of interest. He is currently working on 
Hansel & Gretel to be produced at the EX3 Teen Center. Capacity is a little over 200, and 144 seats 
are ticketed so far.  If the interest continues to grow, we may add an afternoon show since the 
show is only an hour long.  The holiday show will be produced in City Hall’s council chambers and 
lobby, booked for December 11-13 and 18-20.  Rehearsal space is being confirmed. 
 
The Putnam County production may be on hold due to budget constraints.  That show would 
incorporate younger children.  Schaefer suggested that show could be moved to quarter one of 
2016.  Wright said he will see how auditions go and if there is enough interest he might look into 
getting private donations for the remaining funds. 
 
Schaefer said we should look for grants out there for new theater groups.  Schaefer asked Wright 
to put together his wish list for 2016 and the budget numbers he envisions and the Commission. 
 



2016 Planning Anne Schaefer 
For the October meeting Schaefer asked commissioners to please come in with thoughts, dreams 
and ideas for 2016.  Our estimated budget for 2016 will not have the $10,000 budget carry-
forward –about $33,000.  Advertising for 2016 is beginning and we need to get Q1 in place ASAP. 
Schaefer compiled a list of topic areas that are popular: 
 
LEGO event 
Special Arts 
55+ Program 
Exhibits 
Art Fair 
Music for Sammamish Nights? 
Wooden O Theatre? 
Public Art 
Theater 
 
Open discussion               All 
Chair Schaefer first thanked everyone for their participation in the Klahanie event.  It was a huge 
success and it was a great interactive activity.  Also, the Ladies Musical Club concert this year was 
so wonderful, as well as the Pine Lake Covenant Church for a venue.  A suggestion was made that 
the low attendance experienced may be because it’s during the week and maybe change the day 
of the week for the show.   
 
Commissioner Jirsa discussed that the artist reception had very few in attendance in September.  
There is one scheduled for October 22nd for Me & You / You & Me. She will be reevaluating 
whether to continue with these receptions because of the low attendance. 
 
Reminder – Art Fair – October 10 & 11 – Wright will be assisting with a Shakespeare Reading at 
the Library for the Star Wars event.  Wright will be arranging for readers. 
 
The Special Arts Sammamish has two upcoming events: One Nov. 7 – Theater of Possibility and 
then the other, Gen Fusion (may change the name) – Nov. 14 – which incorporates different 
generations and glass fusion taking place at Bellewood.  
 
Commissioners Shedd and Jirsa asked that we research the percentage of arts budgets allocations 
that other cities have, as well as how the new annexation area can be reflected in the arts budget. 
Schaefer suggested putting together an appeal based on incorporating the theatre program at the 
Council’s direction and Klahanie annexation, seeking more funds.  The Commission directed 
Schaefer to work with Joe on this for now. A discussion with the City Manager will take place 
during budget discussion next month when those begin. 

 
Adjourn 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:37 PM. 
 
 
Next regular SAC meeting – Monday, October 26, 2015 – 6:30 pm 


