
 
 

City of Sammamish Arts Commission – Minutes - Monday, July 27, 2015 
Sammamish City Hall, 801 228th Ave SE, Sammamish, Washington 

 
Attendees:  
Commissioners: Chair Anne Schaefer, Claradell Shedd, Steve Wright, Ramu Iyer, Lin Garretson, 
Margaret Rosenow, Barbara Jirsa   
 
Staff:  Colleen Rupke, Administrative Assistant 
 
Alternate: Carole Weaks, Mandagere Shashidhar and Rituja Indapure 
 
Absent:  Commissioners Kelli Ron & Priti Joshi; Finance Director Joe Guinasso 
 
Meeting called to order at 6:32 p.m.  
 
Note Approval of April 27, 2015 Minutes - Commission Meeting Minutes approved via email.   
 
Budget and Financial Report YTD 2015 

• 2014 Carry forward $ $10,300 proposed to City Council in May 2015 
• 2015 Budget $32,300 (includes $6,500 4Culture Grant) 
• 2015 Additional $1,000 4Culture Grant 

2015 TOTAL Budget $ 44,800  
• 2015 YTD Expenditures $14,095.37 
• 2015 YTD Available Funds $29,504.63 

 
 
Garden Gate Update Margaret Rosenow 
Commissioner Rosenow reported that the garden is in and looks wonderful. The 
artist did an outstanding job on the creation and gave the City a great deal on the 
cost. Photos of the gate were shared with the Committee. Commissioner Rosenow 
reported Staff member Cory Moormeier will be keeping an eye on the gate and 
caretaking for it. A news item regarding the gate should appear soon in the local 
newspaper. 
 
Garden Party: Details of the upcoming Garden Party are still pending. Feedback 
from the City of Issaquah indicates that not a lot of people attend an event of this 
nature. The main event will be a ribbon-cutting ceremony / gate dedication. 
Attendees should include the artist and the Mayor and Deputy Mayor. The event 
will be sometime this summer. 
 
 
Nest Building Project Ramu Iyer 
The Nest Build will take place on Sept. 19 at the Big Rock Park.  The build is taking 
place at the Park because it will save time and trouble in the moving of the nest. 
However, parking is limited and the Park construction will not be complete. It has 
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been confirmed that a group of kids from the Boys and Girls Club will be assisting 
in the build.  Stick prep will take place on Sept. 18.  An official Park opening date is 
not yet set. It will likely be next spring.  Press releases should be prepared for both 
the build and the Park Opening.  Chair Schaefer will speak to Kathleen about 
preparing the press release. 
 
City Roundabouts Claradell Shedd 
Al Zold will be working on the first sculpture from the wood at Commissioner 
Shedd’s house. Commissioner Shedd will work with Finance Director Joe 
Guinasso on the contract for the first sculpture.  There are specific dimension 
restrictions on the width and height of the sculptures that will be installed in the 
roundabout.  Staff member Cory Moormeier will be preparing the platform on which 
the sculptures can be bolted. Commissioner Shedd shared with the Commission 
additional resources she has obtained for donated wood for the sculptures. 
 
She also reported that a theft of three double doors took place at the garage 
located on the caboose property.  Commissioner Shedd encouraged the 
Commissioners to be aware of this reality happening in our midst. 
 
 
Klahanie Welcome Party Anne Schaefer 
Commissioners received an email from Staff Member Allison Gubata previously 
regarding the Klahanie Welcome Party and asking the Commission to consider 
whether or not it wishes to participate in the event. Chair Schaefer reported she is 
available to man a booth at the event on Sept. 12 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Alternate 
Carole Weaks volunteered to help as well. Possible give-away options were 
discussed. It was agreed that Commission brochures should be offered as well as 
a printed list of upcoming Arts events.  Commissioner Garretson suggested 
offering bisque pieces for painting that can then be made into a jewelry piece. She 
reported that the cost would be minimal for that type of give-away. This would 
allow the Commission members in the booth time to talk with the attendees about 
the Commission and Arts events.  Commissioners agreed that it needs an estimate 
of anticipated number of attendees so that they can plan for supplies. 
Commissioner Garretson suggested that an Arts Commission sticker could be 
placed on the back of the item and the item could be attached to a card that bears 
the schedule of arts events on the back. 
 
Commissioner Jirsa will look into possible touring artists to roam around the event 
as well. Commissioner Garretson will get a cost estimate for the bisque items and 
paints.  Any other Commission members who wish to assist in the event, please let 
Chair Schaefer know. 
 
Open discussion               All 
Commissioner Jirsa reported that a closing reception will be held for Joy Hagen’s 
art display on September 24. A Skyline Jazz quartet group will perform for this 
event and another Arts event on October 22.  The group offered to play for free but 
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Commissioner Jirsa requested that they be paid some kind of honorarium.  The 
Commission agreed to a $100 payment per performance in September and 
October.  
 
Seattle Art Fair this weekend, Friday through Sunday, July 31 – August 2 at 
CenturyLink Field Event Center.  Vulcan (Paul Allen’s company) is sponsoring this 
event.  
 
Commissioner Rosenow challenged the Commission to begin brainstorming about 
permanent public art pieces for the City.  Chair Schaefer suggested an art piece be 
installed between City Hall and the new Community Center. There was further 
discussion about types of pieces that would be appropriate.  The Commission 
would like to entertain discussions with developers about planning for art 
installations as part of their development throughout the City.  Commissioner 
Shedd indicated that she has some contacts that she will explore that are part of 
the Metropolitan Market coming to the Town Center.  Chair Schaefer suggested 
that the Commission needs to come up with a long-term plan or framework for 
permanent public art pieces.   
 
The Commission discussed the City’s Comprehensive Plan and asked if an art 
element or policy had ever been incorporated into the Comp Plan as part of its 
recent 20-Year Plan Update.  Chair Schaefer will follow-up with Community 
Development Director Jeffrey Thomas to find out the status of the Comp Plan and 
what of cultural arts has been incorporated into the document. 
 
Other Upcoming Events: 
Aug. 22 is Sammamish Nights – 14 artists will participate in the Art Walk 
 
Sept. 15 is Ladies’ Musical Club Concert at Pine Lake Covenant Church 
 
Sept. 17 – 55-Plus Art Program (Chair Schaefer needs coordinate with Staff 
Member Colleen Rupke with regard to registration) 
 
No August Commission Meeting 

 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:39 PM. 
 
 
Next regular SAC meeting – Monday, September 28, 2015 – 6:30 pm 
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