
 

City of Sammamish Arts Commission – Minutes – Monday June 22, 2015 
Sammamish City Hall, 801 228th Ave. SE. Sammamish, Washington 

 
Attendees: 
Commissioners:  Chair Anne Schaefer, Claradell Shedd, Steve Wright, Ramu lyer, Priti Joshi, Margaret Rosenow, Barbara 
Jirsa 
 
Staff:  Paullette O’Connell, Administrative Assistant; Chris Gianini, Deputy Director Financial & Technology Services 
 
Alternate:  Carole Weaks 
 
Absent:  Commissioners Kelli Ron & Lin Garretson; Alternate Commissioners Mandagere Shashidhar and Rituja Indapure, 
Marketing Volunteer Kathleen Miller 
 
Meeting called to order at 6:34 p.m. 
 
Note Approval of May 18, 2015 Minutes – Commission Meeting Minutes approved via email. 
 
Budget and Financial Report YTD 2015 

• 2014 Carry forward $10,300 (approved May 2015 Council meeting) 
• 2015 Budget $32,300 (Includes $6,500 4Culture Grant) 
• 2015 Additional $1,000 4Culture Grant 
• 2015 TOTAL BUDGET $43,600 
• 2015 YTD Expenditures $11,341.71 ($1,575.99 Theatre Wright expense should be moved to Theatre Opera 

Wright) 
• 2015 YTD Available Funds $32,258.29 

 
Garden Gate Update – Installation planned for July, date to be coordinated between artist Garth Edwards and City of 
Sammamish Parks crew.  A low-key event has been planned.  The entertainment options outlined in the May minutes 
will not be engaged and the $800 approved for the event will not be used.   "Commissioner Rosenow had hoped to 
combine the ribbing cutting ceremony with a garden tour, but none are planned in Sammamish this year.  Now she is 
contacting people in connection with the native plant events in the lower commons." 

Pictures of the garden plaques were passed around the table, as well as one of the completed plaques “Garth Edwards, 
Gate Commissioned by The Sammamish Arts Commission”.  Also, pictures of the North, East and South Gates were 
passed around the table.  Commissioner Shedd passed out the Jumpseed plant.  It was mentioned that Sammamish 
Walks on Saturdays do not include this location.  One of the silver, etched aluminum leafs was passed around the table.  
They will be mounted on poles at varying angles for maximum reflection of sun and rain.  Commissioner Shedd asked 
how the garden plots are allocated (lottery), and if there is any measurement for usage, noting that several plots are not 
being maintained in the garden. 
Correction. 

NEST Building Project – Commissioner lyer reported that progress is not going at a fast pace.  He is waiting for the Parks 
Project Manager (Kellye) for an update, now scheduled for early July.  Still waiting for confirmation of which 4th or 5th 
grade Girl Scout troop is going to do the stick building, now scheduled for September 19 (moved a week out from 
September 12).  Stick cleaning has been scheduled for September 18, from 9:00 a.m. to noon.  Big Rock Park opening 
event is now scheduled for late October depending on Parks schedule.  Commissioner lyer is going to contact the City of 
Issaquah to see how they advertise for these events. 



 
Sculptures for roundabout – Commissioner Shedd reported that they have retrieved wood off two sides of a barn.  She 
passed around pictures of a couple of windows that have also been taken.   "Commissioner Shedd passed around a 
photo of a roundabout with an Al Zold design superimposed on the photo."  (The photo was not an installation that Al 
Zold had completed in Issaquah.) The first installation at Fire Station 83 was discussed. She suggested that the artist 
could use the boards to build a ladder-themed sculpture.  It was suggested that the artist talk with fire station 
employees to get their input to the design – and that small groups of homeowners should be contacted prior to each 
design installation.  "It was discussed that the contract amount of $3,500 (net to artist) was for 
the three wooden scuplture installations this year." 
 
Marketing Volunteer – Commissioner Shaefer introduced Kathleen Miller, owner of Blue Emu Communications, as the 
new Marketing Volunteer.  Ms. Miller was not in attendance.  She will be taking us on as a pro-bono client.  It was 
suggested that all marketing communications should go through her so that she can give everything we do the same 
look and feel.  She will also be a liaison with Tim Larson.   
 
2016 Planning – Commissioner Shaefer suggested that all Commissioners begin to think about what events should be 
planned for next year – what worked this year, what didn’t, what else we might want – with a discussion at the July 
meeting. 
 
Open Discussion  
Marie Louie will not be sponsored by the City of Issaquah – instead it will be held at Sammamish State Park on 
September 27 or 28.  It may be a two part – two-year project.   
 
September 24 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. is the reception for exhibitor Joy Hagen’s “Trees of the Woods”.  Her specialty 
is large art pieces.   
 
Another exhibitor reception for Michelle Van Slyke is tentatively scheduled for October 22.  She specialized in metal 
work, benches, mobiles, etc.  A local high school jazz group will be playing at both reception at no cost. 
 
Commissioner Shaefer noted that the Ladies Musical Club of Seattle has chosen the winners of its annual Young Artist 
Contest – a saxophone and piano duo.  They will be performing at Pine Lake Covenant Church on September 15 at 7:00 
p.m.  One of the performers is local. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Next regular SAC meeting – Monday July 20, 2015 – 6:30 p.m. 


