
 

City of Sammamish 
Parks and Recreation Commission 

Regular Meeting 
April 1, 2015 - 6:30-8:30 PM  

Sammamish City Hall 801 228th Ave SE 
 
 

MEETING SUMMARY 
 
Commissioners Present   
Hank Klein, Loreen Leo, Cheryl Wagner, Doug Eglington, Mary Doerrer, Kathe Low, Nicole 
Beaty, Sid Gupta, Sheila Sappington (Alt.) 
 
Commissioners Absent   
Doug Eglington, Stephanie Hibner, Nancy Way (Alt.) 
 
Staff Present   
Jessi Bon, Kyle Endelman, Kellye Hilde, Janie Jackson 
 
Call to Order   
6:35 p.m. 
 
Approval of Summary   
The meeting summary for March 4 was approved.  
 
Public Comment  
Kathe Low - 20502 NE 43rd Street, Sammamish – She recommended everyone visit Evans Creek 
Preserve to see the skunk cabbage in bloom. 
 
Presentation on Big Rock Park Phase I Design by STEM Students 
Kellye Hilde introduced The STEM student team; Maya Gupta, Sabreen Mohammed, Emilio 
Toussaint, Atul Madhugiri, Amy Zhang, Rishi Ramesh, Anna Miller, Ben Zabback, Nivida 
Thomas, and Sohaib Moinuddin. They are in preliminary design, following the same timeline as the 
design consultants on the project. The students presented their internship project ideas. After the 
presentation, the students answered Commissioners’ questions. 
 
Park Commission Liaison Reports 
 
Sammamish Friends – Mary and Nicole 
Some of the activities and projects identified for 2015 include a kid’s photo contest, support for the 
Emerald Necklace project and partnering with the STEM students on the Big Rock Park project. 
The group met with Dave Mayer from the Y and the Sammamish Chamber; both with positive 
outcomes. They are sponsoring three Kid’s Walks; July 18, August 15 and October 17. These walks 
will have two time slots each for each date.  The group will also host the Haiku in the Woods walk 
on May 2. Commissioners should spread the word that Sammamish Friends is sponsoring these 
activities.  
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The Jump N Jive to Thrive event was held last month. A portion of the ticket sales were designated 
to benefit Sammamish Friends and raised $333. They are continuing to explore a kid’s mud run and 
are aiming for a September date. Their goal is to locate this on school property and they are seeking 
support from local PTSAs. If anyone is interested in participating on a mud run committee, contact 
Pauline Cantor or the Sammamish Friends website. They are participating in Giving Month at 
Microsoft in October in search of funding for projects and activities. They are also looking into 
sponsoring cultural activities and community activities. Nicole shared book markers with dates for 
all Sammamish Friends activities. 
Sammamish Community Wildlife Habitat – Kathe 
The group is getting ready for Earth Day and plan to have a booth at the volunteer event at Ebright 
Creek Park on April 18th.  They are working with the city on the possibility of adding native plants 
in stormwater ponds. The group will have a booth at the Sammamish farmers market on a couple of 
dates. They will be meeting next Wednesday, April 8th at 7pm at the Sammamish library to discuss 
projects. 
Native Plant Stewards - Cheryl and Sid 
The Native Plant Stewards held six events last month; four at Lower Commons and two at Ebright 
Creek that included Eastside Catholic’s Day of Service 20 volunteers put in nearly 70 hours or 
service. On March 14, two groups including city volunteers and the Latter Day Saints community 
group worked a combined total of 230 hours and installed 500 plants. On March 21st at Ebright 
Creek, 57 volunteers removed invasive plants and planted and mulched over 90 plants totaling a 
combined 175 volunteer hours. At Lower Commons this past Saturday, 58 volunteers worked a 
combined total of 160 hours. About 1000 plants were planted last month. The eastside branch of the 
central Puget Sound chapter of the Native Plant Society is hosting at talk on moss at the Bellevue 
Botanical Garden on April 14 at 7:00.  The group will be at Ebright Creek on the April 18th at the 
Earth Day event from 9:00 to noon for a work party. They plan to attend a Sammamish Rotary Club 
breakfast and talk about their projects.  
Sammamish Walks – Hank and Loreen 
Sign up at Sammamishwalks.org. 
Trail Stewards – Nicole 
WTA has started trail work at Evans Creek Preserve. They added new work parties that will extend 
through May 10. They are filling up fast. Nicole contacted Elby Jones who will be holding a new 
trail steward meeting on May 9 to discuss additional work parties. More information will be shared 
as it becomes available. 
Sammamish Youth Board – Doug 
Doug emailed this report: I attended tonight's Sammamish Youth Board meeting at City Hall.  The 
Board is involved in a variety of projects benefiting the city.  Some examples: Teen Feed in Seattle's 
U district in early April.  They are raising money for food and planning the menu; Outdoor movie 
sometime later in May; Adopt a Road, April 11.  Literacy campaign; Student intern Sabreen 
Mohammed gave a report on STEM School planning components for Big Rock Park.  Sophia Hu 
liaison to the Parks Commission will likely attend our meeting. 
YMCA - Doug  
No report. 
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Farmers Market – Stephanie and Nicole  
The Farmers Market committee did not meet this month.  They will resume in April. The Farmers 
Market opening is May 20. 
Community Garden – Stephanie and Sid 
Sid contacted Silva Sebring who wanted to mention she has access to all the gardeners’ email 
addresses now which has been very helpful.  Stephanie contacted Margaret Rosewood about the 
gate for the community garden. There should be more information about that in May. 
 
Other 
Update on Sammamish Landing Park  
It was determined that the original wall design was not suitable for the soils on the site of the 
parking lot and the hill was sliding. The wall is being redesigned and construction is restarting. 
More information will be presented next month. Also the prefab restroom building on the water side 
of the parkway is scheduled to be installed mid-June depending on coordination with the parking lot 
contractor. 
Schedule One-on-One Meetings w/Kyle and Commissioners 
Get in touch with Kyle or Janie to schedule one on one coffee meetings. 
SCAC, Big Rock and Other Sammamish Park Tours 
Hard-hat tours of the Community Center will start in late April or May. Sign-ups forthcoming. 
Commissioners can contact Kyle to schedule tours of the parks. 
Purchase of Mars Hill Church Property 
An offer was made for the purchase of the Mars Hill Church building. The property is being 
purchased with the intent to lease it to community colleges. The Parks Commission leadership can 
discuss their ideas for uses at their upcoming meeting with the City Council leadership. 
City Email Addresses for Commissioners 
Commissioners have been assigned city email addresses so that they no longer have to use their 
personal email addresses in their capacity as Parks Commissioners.  
Gnomes 
Gnomes are showing up again at Evans Creek Preserve. Commissioners discussed how this activity 
started, expanded and had to be curtailed.  
Off-Leash Dogs 
Mary asked for an update on leash law enforcement. Jessi described the efforts to date and 
mentioned that if off-leash dogs are seen in the parks, it would be helpful to forward this 
information to Janie with the date, time of day and location so that KC Animal Control can be made 
aware. 
 
Meeting Calendar 
Wednesday, May 6 – Regular Parks Commission Meeting 
Wednesday, May 20 – Sammamish Farmers Market Opening Day 
 
Adjourn  
8:10 p.m. 


