
 

City of Sammamish 
Parks and Recreation Commission 

Regular Meeting 
February 6, 2013 ‐ 6:30‐8:30 PM 

Sammamish City Hall ~ 801‐229th Ave SE 
 
 

MEETING SUMMARY 
 
Commissioners Present:  Steve Wright, Brad Conner, Loreen Leo, Pauline Cantor, Hank 
Klein, Cheryl Wagner, Mary Doerrer, Krist Morritt, Larry Crandall 
 
Commissioners Absent:   
 
Staff Present:  Linda Frkuska, Janie Jackson 
 
Call to Order:  6:30 p.m. 
 
Approval of Summary:  The meeting summary for January 2 was approved. 
 
Public Comment: None. 
 
Commission Meet and Greet 
New Parks Commissioners, Cheryl Wagner and Loreen Leo were introduced.  Following 
the introductions, staff and Commissioners gathered for 20 minutes of socializing and 
getting to know Cheryl and Loreen. 
 
Election of Chair and Vice Chair 
Nominations were held and voting took place.  Hank Klein was elected as Chair and Brad 
Conner as Vice Chair. 
 
Tips – Orientation and Questions 
Current commissioners had brainstormed tips for new commissioners during the January 
meeting and these were shared and discussed. Highlights of the Parks Commission Bylaws 
and the Open Public Meetings Act were also discussed. 
 
Project Updates 
See attached. 
 
Parks Capital Improvement Plan 
Commissioners discussed the updated Parks CIP which was approved last year.  This 
document serves as a plan for 2013‐2018 although it will likely be revised before 2018.  
Staff discussed projects that will take place in 2013 and provided information on 
additional elements of the plan. 
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Park Commission Liaison Reports 
Farmers Market – Larry Crandall 
Dana Van Reeth was selected as the new Market Manager.  New Farmers Market hours of 
operation will be 3:00 pm to 8:00 pm with the option of an earlier closure if need be. A 
detailed, written report is attached.   
SammamishFriends.org – Pauline Cantor 
Pauline is excited to lead this group.  One the projects rising to the top is the Emerald 
Necklace, which would connect Soaring Eagle to Evans Creek Preserve to the East Lake 
Sammamish Trail to complete a trail system around the entire city. Other projects include 
the Sammamish Bog and the idea of a Welcome Committee, as Sammamish was 
identified as the friendliest city in the country.  The group is also discussing the possibility 
of an informative webpage welcoming new people to Sammamish.  
Backyard Wildlife Habitat Project/ Native Plant Stewards – Pauline Cantor  
Pauline and Erica Tilliacos met with the co‐chairs of the garden committee to exchange 
ideas since both gardens are in close proximity.  Suggestions were made to plant herbs 
and garlic outside the garden fence to deter deer.  There will be a plant salvage on March 
23 at a site that will be developed; the salvaged plants will be replanted at the Illahee trail 
that same day.  Backyard Wildlife is holding their first nature walk for kids this coming 
summer.  The location is currently under discussion. 
Community Garden – Mary Doerrer and Larry Crandall 
Staff member Kevin Teague attended the recent Community Garden Committee meeting 
and talked about the garden design.  There are plans for about 60 plots with demand 
expected to be higher than supply.  The bid for construction will be posted soon and City 
Council approval of the construction contract is expected at the March 19 Council 
meeting. The official name of the garden will be “Sammamish Community Garden at 
Lower Commons.” City staff will collect fees for plot rentals. A Board of directors and a 
site manager will manage the garden.  The committee plans on forming 501c3 and is 
reviewing their vision and mission statements.  They plan to publish information in an 
upcoming Parks & Recreation Guide. 
Sammamish Walks & SammamishWalks.org –  
Loreen Leo volunteered to act as liaison for Sammamish Walks. 
Sammamish Youth Board ‐ Steve Wright 
No report. 
Trail Stewards – Brad Conner 
Brad will meet with Dawn Sanders and Earthcorps at Evans Creek Preserve to discuss 
potential trail projects.  Concur is showing interest as a corporate partner and 
participating in a work party.  
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Other 

 The Association of Washington Cities, of which Sammamish is a member, is 
offering a scholarship to a city of Sammamish resident, high school senior who 
plans to attend college or a trade school in the fall of 2013.  The nominee must 
meet the following criteria: 

 
1. Must be a Sammamish Youth Board member 
2. Must be in 12th grade or an equivalent program 
3. Must submit the application before the deadline. 

 
Steve volunteered to help evaluate the applications. 

 

 Brad and Steve were part of the selection committee to choose music for this 
summer’s concert series. The first concert will be Thursday, July 11. 

 

 Pauline suggested holding a Parks Commission social at one of the summer 
concerts.  Larry volunteered to organize a picnic potluck and will pick a date. 

 

 Brad expressed appreciation of being part of the Parks Commission and what he 
has learned about public process in relation to development. 

 

 Larry’s quiz:  What do avocado, bell pepper, eggplant, jalapeño and tomato have 
in common?  They are misnamed as vegetables when, in fact, they are fruits.  

 

 Congratulations to Larry Crandall who received the city’s Volunteer of the Year 
award in 2012. 

 

 Congratulations to the Special Events Team, who received the city’s Team of the 
Year award for 2012. The Special Events Team consists of staff members Lynne 
Handlos, Dawn Sanders and Joanna Puthoff. 

 

 Hank asked for topic suggestions to discuss with the City Council.   
 
Calendar:   

Monday, February 18  Presidents Day – City offices closed   

Sunday, February 24  Sammamish Symphony performance at 
Eastlake Performing Arts Center 

2:00 pm 

Wednesday, March 6  Parks Commission Meeting  6:30 pm 

   
Adjourn:   8:20 pm 



Page 1 of 1 
 

Sammamish Parks & Recreation Capital Projects Status  
February 2013   
 

 
 

 Community Garden 
Staff is working on the drawings and specifications package and will solicit bids, starting this week. The 
project is anticipated to begin sometime in March and be complete late spring/early summer. 
 

 Community Center 
Staff is working on the operations agreement with the Y and will present it to the City Council in 
February. 
 

 Eastlake High School Field Renovation Phase 2 – Baseball Field 
This project is complete. 
 

 Reard House  
The roofing and siding work is now complete. It is anticipated that the house will be painted in the 
spring. 
 

 Sammamish Landing Park – Phase 1C Docks 
The contractor has finished all piling work. The docks are being fabricated off site and will be installed 
when finished. The project is anticipated to be complete in early March. 
 

 SE 8th Street Park Master Plan 
The preferred master plan was presented to the City Council in November. Staff are awaiting further 
direction from the Council before we proceed with next steps. The date the master plan will be adopted 
is unknown, but is anticipated for some time in early 2013. 
 



 
 
 

 
Farmers’ Market Park Commission Liaison Report 
Park and Recreation Commission Meeting, Wednesday, February 6, 2013 
Prepared by Larry Crandall, Park and Recreation Commission, Position 4 
 
The Sammamish Farmers Market Committee will meet at the Pine Lake Covenant Church February 5th, 2013 
(Tuesday) at 6pm.  
 
Interviews for the Market Manager have been conducted and new Market Manager will be announced soon. 
 
Other things that are happening concerning the Sammamish Farmers Market (SFM): 

 Adding listing to Puget Sound Fresh Guide 
 Updating forms to website 
 Preparing to send letters to vendors 
 Recruiting new Farmers 
 Paying dues and insurance 
 Paying for permits, etc. 
 Contacting possible sponsors 
 New contract with the City has been signed.  

 
REMINDERS:  

o The first day of the Sammamish Farmers Market for the 2013 season will be Wednesday, 
May 15, 2013 
 Season is scheduled to run 20 weeks or so and 2013 will be the 6th year for the Market 

 
Please let me know if there is anything that you would like me to bring up at future SFM Steering Committee 
meetings or suggestions you have for the Sammamish Farmers Market. 
 
A brief update will be given during our meeting Wednesday, February 6, 2013 
 
 
 


