City of Sammamish
Parks and Recreation Commission

Regular Meeting
AN November 7, 2012 - 6:30-8:30 PM
‘99-‘-’"’""-‘-’ Sammanmish City Hall ~ 801-229" Ave SE

MEETING SUMMARY

Commissioners Present: Hank Klein, Pauline Cantor, Larry Crandall, Rena Brady, Mary
Doerrer, Judy Petersen, Brad Conner, Krist Morritt, Steve Wright

Commissioners Absent: None

Staff Present: Jessi Richardson, Linda Frkuska, Joanna Puthoff, Annelise Aguirre
Call to Order: 6:32 p.m.

Approval of Summary: The meeting summary for October 3 was approved.

Public Comment:

Sean Smith — 1605 218" Ct. SE, Sammamish. He updated the Parks Commission on his
efforts to obtain an easement for a trail from Sammamish Commons to the eastern
boundary of site B of SE 8" Street Park. He has spoken with the City, Sammamish Plateau
Water & Sewer and developers and feels that all are amenable to the possibility.

Sammamish Walks

Judy reported that the 2012 walk series ended with a walk at Soaring Eagle led by Randy
Jackson. Randy pointed out the 30 acres that were transferred to the city, which now
shows on the King County map of Soaring Eagle. Judy introduced Chyena Markley, a
student at Western Washington University who will be taking over the organization of the
walk series in 2013. Chyena hopes to encourage youth involvement at the walks, and
plans to encourage high schools to offer credit to students who participate. Chyena will
also be running the Sammamish Walks Facebook page and Judy will continue operating
the Sammamishwalks.org website. Commissioners thanked Judy for her work in
establishing the Sammamish Walks series.

Trail Stewards

Brad reported that Evans Creek Preserve is now home to a garden gnome that is hidden
in the park but visible on the trails. Flyers were posted on the trailhead stating if found,
to hide it again for others to find.

Farmers Market

Deb Sogge, Sammamish Chamber of Commerce Executive Director, and Juliana Pash,
Sammamish Farmers Market Manager, presented an overview of the 2012 market
season. Deb noted that people feel the market is a great community gathering space, is
family-friendly and a place to get good, fresh food while supporting local farmers. A
survey showed that people would like the market to stay open later into the evening.
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The Market Steering Committee is looking for ways to enhance the market and would like
to increase community and youth involvement. They have discussed bringing in more
youth entertainers such as karate schools, cheerleaders, preschools and other community
groups each month and would like to promote youth entrepreneurs, especially those
selling recycled items (i.e., duct-tape wallets). They are also brainstorming ideas for
interactive games, such as scavenger hunts, to bring in young people and families.
Commissioners can provide feedback to info@sammamishchamber.org. Lastly, they are
interested in connecting with Eagle Scouts who would be interested in building a stand up
cow to use in photos.

Juliana thanked Larry Crandall for his efforts in counting market goers. Larry attended
every week and counted an average of 900 per week (which was 2000 more than last
year), for a total of 18,800 people who attended the market in 2012.

Other statistics and points of interest:

e 72 vendors applied for booths; 15 of those were youth.

e At the end of the year, 4,300 pounds of produce and other food was donated to
the Issaquah food bank.

e The Farmers Market Facebook page has been revamped (please ‘like’ the page). It
is updated with regional and national food issues.

e As previously mentioned, food vendors may have been more successful if the
market had stayed open until 8:00 pm so that is being considered.

e Volunteers staffed the information booth and, thanks to the Sammamish Citizens
Corp directing traffic, getting vehicles on and off the plaza went very smoothly.

e They would like to bring back chef demos and are always looking for more
vendors.

e One big highlight was 20 market days with no rain.

e They had many happy customers.

e Juliana plans to pass the market manager hat next year. Please feel free to
suggest candidates to Deb.

e The City email alert system serves as the best Farmers Market reminder service to
the public, followed by A-boards and the street banner, in that order.

e A big thank-you to Joanna, Annelise and the M&O staff.

Larry reported that the first day of the 2013 Sammamish Farmers Market will be May 15,
2013. The Market will run approximately 20 weeks. This will be the 6" year of the
Market and he stated, “...the best is yet to come.”

Parks StQRy Program

Joanna Puthoff, Facility Coordinator, introduced Commissioners to StQRy, a mobile device
app that allows the user to obtain and share information through their phone. QR (Quick
Response) codes are optical machine readable labels attached to items that transmit
information about that item. In the case of StQRy, these labels can be attached to park
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signs that link park users to information such as maps and photos of that particular park
and ‘pins’ showing other parks in the area. As an example, information on Evans Creek
Preserve could include the volunteer hours that constructed the park and also link to
other volunteer opportunities in Sammamish. The app will also allow users to share
stories about their own experiences. First launched last June in New Zealand,
Sammamish is the first city in Washington to go live with the app and other local cities
and entities plan to join as well. The app will be marketed by the Parks Department in
2013.

Project Updates

Community Center

Voting results of the November 6 ballot measure have not been certified yet. Thisis a
non-binding, advisory vote so regardless of the outcome, the next steps of the project will
be determined by the city council. Further direction from the city council is anticipated
within the next 2 to 3 months. See attached report for a complete list of project updates.

Park Commission Liaison Reports
Farmers Market — Larry Crandall
No additional report.
SammamishFriends.org — Judy Petersen, Rena Brady and Pauline Cantor
The application was submitted and received by the IRS and the group is awaiting its
review. It will either be accepted, require clarification, or require changes/revisions.
Community members have expressed interest in being involved, therefore a meeting will
be held in late November or early December.
Backyard Wildlife Habitat Project/ Native Plant Stewards — Pauline Cantor and Hank Klein
A meeting was held at the Bellevue Botanical Gardens. The group discussed ways to get
more people involved as trail stewards or advocates of the Backyard Wildlife Habitat
Project and cross-promote activities. Upcoming events:

e Saturday, November 10 from 9:00 am to noon; lllahee Trail: invasive removal.

e Saturday, November 17; plant salvage (site to be determined) and from 10:00 am

to noon; Evans Creek Preserve: planting native plants.

A total of 1056 volunteer hours were donated by stewards and the public this year to
date. The group will explore future monetary corporate matching to employee volunteer
hours.
Community Garden — Mary Doerrer and Larry Crandall
The steering committee is looking forward to the November 13 council presentation.
Sammamish Walks & SammamishWalks.org — Judy Petersen
No additional report.
Sammamish Youth Board - Steve Wright
No report.
Trail Stewards — Brad Conner
No additional report.
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Other

Commissioners applauded Linda Frkuska for the completion of the PRO Plan update.

The Parks Commission/Staff potluck is Wednesday, December 5 from 11:30 to 1:30. Rena
and Krist are asking people to sign up to bring food items, utensils and decorations.

Mary wished to thank the M&O team for keeping Sammamish parks looking beautiful.

Brad thanked staff for the Halloween event. He is also promoting “Movember” which is
an annual, month-long event involving the growing of moustaches during the month of
November to raise awareness of prostate cancer.

Larry reminded everyone about the Toys for Tots drive and that Commission vacancies
are being advertised on the city website. Three Parks Commission terms expire in
January. Those who plan to reapply need to submit a letter to City Clerk, Melonie
Anderson by December 28.

Calendar:
Monday, November 12 Veterans Day City Office Closed
Thurs & Fri, November 22, 23 Thanksgiving Holiday City Office Closed
Wednesday, November 28 Holiday Lighting Event 5:00-6:00 pm
Wednesday, December 5 PC/Staff Potluck 11:30-1:30 pm
Monday, December 10 Volunteer Dinner 6:00 — 8:00 pm

Adjourn: 8:00 pm



