Sammamish Arts Commission
May 17, 2010
Sammamish City Hall
6:30 pm

Attendance: Molly Strange, Jingyu Li, Daphne Robinson, Rochelle Wyatt, Deborah Akerstrom, Bharath
Sankaranarayan, Barbara Jirsa, Chair.

Staff: Lyman Howard, Finance Director, Allison Gubata, Finance Assistant
Absent: Carol Ross, Bala Subramanian
Guests: John Cunningham, Director of Public Works, Ann __. Guest of Jingyu Li

Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 6:40 pm.

Approval of the Minutes

Motion to approve the minutes of the April 19, 2010 Commission meeting we approved by
general consent.

2010 Budget and Financial Report
Lyman Howard noted that the requested carry forward amount of $2900 has been approved
and may now be used for the Simple Measures performance expenditures.

Public Works Tree Stump Project
John Cunningham gave some history regarding the tree stumps near the Starbuck’s on 228". He
noted that the trees were to be cut due to disease. The original plan was to remove the trees
but Councilmember Pititti suggested the stumps might be carved into something relevant to the
area as had been done in Eastern Washington. The cost of carving all four of the stumps is
approximately $20,000. Due to budget constraints, it has been suggested that only one be
carved. The Commissioners offered thoughts and suggestions on possible subjects and designs
as well as concerns related to school mascots and tribal issues. John took the suggestions under
advisement and offered to send the carving artist’s website to the Commission.

4Culture Grant
A sustained support grant was awarded to the Arts Commission by 4Culture in the amount of
$5000 for 2010 projects. Discussion was held to identify projects that qualify for the grant
money and that match the goals set by the Commission. Front Porch Theater offered through
the Intiman Theater was agreed upon as one project. This would be presented possibly in the
new library in October. The dollars will be paid out as reimbursement for programs produced so
planning needs to begin now. Discussion was also held relative to the need for advocacy support
in Olympia if the grant money is to be available in the future.

Eastside Arts Coalition/October Arts Crush
Eastside Arts Coalition is helping to coordinate as many arts activities as possible in October
through a program called October Arts Crush. The Arts Commission is encouraged to submit all



events — such as the Arts Fair and the Front Porch Theater for the listing. This will be a push to
market and focus on the arts.

Upcoming Flag Exhibition
Flags will be the focus of the next exhibition opening Monday, June 14 — Flag Day. The core of
the exhibition will be 5 large 20" Century flags on loan from City Planner Rob Garwood. In
addition, the Commission is adding a number of country and Companion flags on loan from
Scott Wyatt. A call was put out to the community to design their own flags and these flags will
be displayed upstairs along the walkway. This exhibition will be up during the summer months.
During the reception on June 14, a brass duo will play outside the front doors from 6-7:00 pm.
This will be a cookies and punch reception and City Council members will be asked to attend
prior to their study session.

Other Events
It was noted that the “yarn happening” occurred — it was not sponsored by the Arts Commission
but the Commons area was offered by the City to a student who needed a place to create and
display her work for a project. Another project — Redheads —is a project by Anne Lindsay a
photographer who is engaged in a competition for the Guinness Book of World Records. The
confluence of redheads will take place on July 17.

City Parks and Recreation Guide
The Commission will make a concerted effort to place as many events and programs in the Fall
and Winter City Parks and Rec Guide. Deadline for the submissions is July 1. This is an important
marketing effort so submitting the information is essential.

Committee Updates
PR/Marketing — Bala and Bharath will continue to act as the administrators of the Facebook
page and will continue to monitor. Expanding the marketing reach is the goal. Our presence on
the City website is growing as well. Press releases will need to be developed along with a media
list so that the information can be sent out easily via e-mail. Carol Ross is interested in making
community connections with both Rotary and Kiwanis groups.

Performing Arts — A suggestion made to investigate Jet City Improv comedy group for a possible
program to take place at City Hall.

Visual Arts — Reminder to attend the opening of the upcoming Flag exhibition on June 14. A
photography exhibition will follow the middle of September. A call will be put out to area
photographers and the exhibit will be juried from jpgs. Molly is working on a fiber show for the
late fall/early winter to be followed by an exhibit and programming related to the Chinese
community.

Art Fair — Carol Ross noted that the deadline for submissions for the Art Fair is drawing near and
to date there have not been many submissions. It is a co-op affair and artists should live close
enough to participate. Commissioners were asked to help spread the word. It was also noted
that many artists wait until the last minute to submit.



Announcements
Daphne offered a post event assessment form that will act as a summary for future grant
submissions. Each event should follow the same format.

Barbara Jirsa discussed her attendance at the state-wide Cultural Congress. Many good ideas
and information were gleaned from the conference. She suggested that the Commission invite
neighboring commissions and groups to meet with us in June for networking opportunities.
Barbara will make the invitation and the Council Chambers and the Executive Briefing room will
be reserved for the meeting on June 21.

The opportunity to collaborate in the planning for the Town Center project was discussed.
Michael Mathias, project manager will be approached to see how best to be involved.

The date for the film screening that Molly has been shepparding, will be shown on September
23.

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm to further discussion in various committees.



