
Sammamish Art Commission 
Meeting 

October 19, 2009 
Sammamish City Hall 

6:30pm 
 
Attendance 
Commissioners: Barbara Jirsa, Carol Ross, Deborah Akerstrom  
Alternate: Vinita K. 
 

Staff: Lyman Howard 
 

Guests: Jamie McKay, Art Fair Co-Chair, Anna Macrae, Sarah Brighton, Bharath 
Sankaranarayan 
 
Call to Order 
Meeting called to order 6:40pm 
 
Minutes 
Minutes from the September 21, 2009 were accepted. 
 
Financial Report 
Financial Report was presented by Lyman Howard. Spending to date: $10,257.24 
 
Art Fair Report 
Jamie McKay and Carol Ross reported on the very successful Art Fair held October 10 
and 11. Attendance was a record – 1500 for the weekend. The partnership with the 
Farmer’s Market was excellent and next year the hope is that the Market will be held 
both days. Sales of art were good. The systems are now all in place and the jury process 
is set in motion. Children’s art activities were well received making the event appealing 
to all ages. Jamie and Carol provided detailed expense report, feedback and 
suggestions for next year. Appreciation for all the work was expressed to Carol and 
Jamie as well as the efforts of Deborah Akerstrom and Vinita K. A full report is on file 
with the minutes.  
 
A request was made to purchase clips for the grid system.  
Motion: To expend $120 for grid clips. MSC 
 
Sammamish Chamber of Commerce/Art Fair Partnership Discussion 
A brief discussion was held on the process and outcome of the sponsorship issue 
related to art donated to the BRAVO auction by Art Fair artists. More discussion will be 
held with the organization to see how this partnership could work in the future. 
 
Report on Arts Calendar 
Bala Subramanian and Bharath Sankaranarayan demonstrated a prototype for the 
proposed community arts calendar. The architecture for the site is being completed. 
Volunteers will be sought for overseeing content and the inputting and updating of data 
on the site.  Bala was again thanked for all the work on the Sari exhibition. The event 
was a huge success and well received in the community. 
 
 



 
Commons Gallery Exhibit 
Barbara Jirsa noted that the work of Carla Dimitriou and Larry Calkins is on track for the 
December 10, 2009 opening. The exhibit will focus on a source of artist’s raw materials – 
the local hardware store. Title: HARDWARE: A Love Story.  The exhibit will run through 
mid-March. Ideas for publicizing the exhibit were discussed and finding ways to engage 
the local ACE Hardware store – a long time staple for the community were sought.   
 
20010 Simple Measures Concert 
Daphne Robinson is working on the April event featuring the very popular Simple 
Measures group that incorporates both education and musical performance. Still seeking 
a venue for the event. 
 
Discussion of Art Commissioner Terms and Vacancies 
Commissioners were encouraged to seek out and contact those they think have an 
interest in applying for the open Commission and alternate positions. It was stressed that 
the Commission will be best served if there is a diversity of the interests represented on 
the commission to include a range of cultural arts.  
 
Proposed Committee Discussion 
Barbara discussed the proposed committee structure for the coming year and how the 
Commission might start with a limited number of committees and expand as the interests 
and needs arise. Performing Arts, Exhibit Arts, the Art Fair and Communications might 
be a start. The goal is still to have the committees up and running in 2010. 
 
4Culture Grant Application 
Allison Gubata is willing to help construct the application for a sustained grant from 
4Culture. The deadline is December 7 and commissioners were asked to help with the 
information needed. 
 
Volunteer Hours 
Volunteer hours were recorded for submitting to Dawn Sanders. Collecting the hours at 
the Commission meetings seems to be the best way to meet the responsibility. 
 
Meeting adjourned 8:15pm 
 
Submitted by Barbara Jirsa, Chair 
 
 


